§ 


ie 





cP 


ca ast 
a 


“Personal Purity—By W. Graham Scroggie 











Che Smday School Times 








Copyright, 1926, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered 


. 


‘at tlie Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 103: Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, May 29, 1926 
Vol. Sixty-eight. No.@3. 


* 
i 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 327 





Lesson for June 13 in this Issue 


Lesson 11.—Joseph’s Fidelity. Genesis 39 : 1-33. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Is Foot-Washing a New Testament Ordinance? ..... 318 
The Christian’s Position in the World ..........+0+++- 318 
Ancient Bible Customs in Modern Madagascar. By 
Ernest Gordon 3 
Tracing the Huge Walls: of Kirjath-sepher. By Melvin 
POV - GU, < Dds, TAA, os os oa ecss foe ee STs ove nee 320 
When Our School Took a Summer Tour. By H. C. Nunn 320 
Is the Taungs Skull the Missing Link? By George Mc- 
ORR ce SRG RT PEL TPeee eee Ad ee TL PT re 32t 
Genesis and Yourself. By Charles: Gallaudet Trumbull 321 





Lan 
4 
sisters and the sick brother. It seemed even cruel. 
Yet it was the most supremely loving thing the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in his perfect love and perfect knowl- 
edge and perfect power, could do, Has God ever 
treated us that way? Has his delay sometimes seemed 
inexplicable, even cruel?. Let us remember that the 
delays of God in our behalf are always and only oc- 
casioned by his unspeakable love for us. And he will 
always do better by us, because of the delay, than he 

could do if he followed our will instead of his. 


a= 
Natural Goodness 


workers. But it is good news to know that, very re- 
cently, some of these Satan-caused schisms have been 
put away by the blood of Christ and the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Christian workers in such groups have 
been coming together, in humble confession, and 
prayer, and reconciliation; and, as always, Ephesians 
3:20 is being fulfilled: God is proving that he “is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think.” A member of one of these groups writes 
to a Christian friend: “I am confident that God is 
going to heal all schisms in real spiritual groups that 
are unmistakably composed of members of the Body of 
Christ, in order that the church militant may go for- 
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HE advertising columns of The Sunday School 

¢ Times always present unusual opportunities. A 

a good example is the unusual opportunity to visit the 

Holy Land with members and friends of The Sanday 

School Times family mentioned on page 328 of this 
issue. 





Questions 
_ By Elizabeth Cheney 


MODERNIST, so sure and erudite, 
Icannot climb your intellectual steep ! 
I can but watch the flashing of your shears 
Among the pages I have loved for years. 
Forgive me if in ignorance I weep 
To see my Bible in a tattered heap— 
My guide, my solace, my unfailing light! 
Prophets gainsaid, Evangelists denied, 
My Lord again disowned and crucified. 
For if this sacred record is not true, 
What‘is a sin-stained, storm-tossed soul te do? 


© Modernist, so erudite and sure, 

Please to my queries give a frank reply. 

You cannot say in thought, in deed, in word 
You've always kept the White. Law of the Lord, 
Which saith, “‘ The soul that sinneth it shall die.” 
So on your honesty I now rely. 

—Doth Sinai’s lightning show your spirit pure? 
You know so well where Truth ends and begins, 
What have: you done, pray tell me, with your sins? 

And if this sacred record is not true, 
What is a sin-stained, storm-tossed soul to do ? 





; The Delay of Love 


God is showing us his love in the very matters 
in which he seems to be withholding his love. We 
impatiently long to have him do a certain thing for 
us. If he did it at just the time and in just the way we 
wish, it might be the most wunloving thing he could 
do for us. And God will not be turned aside from his 

’ real and perfect love for us, even by our impatience 
_ and misunderstanding of him. Could we have a bet- 
ter instance of this than our Lord’s treatment of a 
certain family that he loved in a very special way? 
We read: “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he 
was sick, he abode two days in the same place where 
he was.” Lazarus was very sick indeed, with death 
impending. The best Friend of this little family heard 
of the brother’s illness. And when he had heard that 
Lazarus was sick, therefore he stayed away for two 
days. The Scripture plainly tells us that, because our 
Lord knew the critical situation and the great need, 
he delayed going to them. It seemed very strange to 
the disciples, and still more strange to the sorrowing 


he’ says that, before taking Christ as his Saviour, he 
used to comfort himself with the idea that he was 
living as well as most people do. This self-defense, 
futile as it is, reminds one of a remark made by Dr. 
John McNeill in a recent sermon: “I’m as good as 
you are—and that’s not saying much for either of 
us!” .The “goodness” that “you and I” have in com- 
mon, by nature, God calls “filthy rags.” There is 
nothing in it to be proud of, or to comfort ourselves 
with. The real comfort comes from the Good News 
that “God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” When 


uttermost of his will in us and through us, that the 
defeat may be replaced by his victory? 


x 
Sweetsmelling Savour 


Spices and sweetsmelling savour have a large 
place in the Bible. Among the gifts brought by the 
queen of Sheba to’Solomon,—and she found that the 
half had not been told concerning him and his king- 
dom, — were “spices very great store, ... there came 
no more such abundance of spices as these which the 


we accept him as Saviour, then our “filthy rags” are queen of Sheba gave to-king Solomon,” To the greater 
exchanged for the robe of righteousness that he puts Son of Solomon, the Lord Jesus Christ, another woman 
us when he takes us into himself. Instead of : 


upon 
our “natural goodness,” which is only sin, we then 
— the supernatural goodness of God as his gift of 
ife. 
ya 

Satan’s Divisions 

When Christians are divided, it is pretty sure to 
be the work of Satan. . Worst of all, if Christians 
are over against each other it means that one or an- 
other of them is over against Christ. Those who are 
abiding in Christ cannot but be in full fellowship with 
one another. There have been sad separations and di- 
visions between individual Christians, and groups of 
Christians, in recent years, even among those who are 
standing for the old faith, the whole Word of God, 
and the true and only Gospel. Faith missions have 
suffered in this way, and similar groups of Christian 


brought a very costly gift of sweet savour, a pound 
of ointment of spikenard, “and the house was filled 
with the odour of the ointment.” After the Lord’s 
death, Nicodemus, a secret disciple, brought for the 
wrappings of the body “a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about an hundred pound weight,” while other women, 
later, brought to the sepulcher “the spices which they 
had prepared.” Christ himself, in his great love, 
actually gave “himself for us an offering and a sacri- 
fice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” And: because 
Christ is our Substitute, our Saviour, our Lord, and 
our Life, he “maketh manifest the savour of his knowl- 
edge by us in every place. For we are unto God a 
sweet savour of Christ.” Shall we not so abide in 
Christ that he may keep sin—the opposite of spices 
and sweet savour—out of our lives, and enable us 
to “manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in 
every place” and all the time? 


The Snake and the Sticks 


CONCILIATION means the bringing together 

again of two parties who have in any way be- 
come estranged one from the other. The amaz- 

ing thing about reconciliation as we have it in the 
Bible is that it is God who has taken all the steps to 
bring it about. This is so much the opposite from any- 
thing to which we are accustomed in our dealings with 
one another that it is hard for us to realize it. When 
a man or woman has been offended by some one else, 
there is usually a marked reluctance on the part of 
the offended party even to accept overtures toward 
repentance on the part of the offender. Still less is 
the one sinned against likely to seek out the sinner 
and bring about a reccncitiction. When Adam and 
Eve sinned they hid themselves from God. But God 
did not wait for therm to approach him. His love 
must needs\send him seeking for them. And that has 
been God’s way of dealing with the sinner ever since. 
“God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sittners, Christ died for us.” “The just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God” (Rom. 
5:8; 1 Pet. 3:18). “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 


in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” © 


(John 3:16). The reconciliation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is God’s own eternally devised method for 
dealing with the situation created by human sin. And 
now, this matter having been completed without degra- 
dation to God’s holiness, God is free righteously to 
welcome back the sinner. 

It is not that God’s feeling toward the sinner has 
been changed by the episode of Calvary. But his 


ee 
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treatment of the sinner has been changed. God’s holi- 
ness has been vindicated. God’s justice has been satis- 
fied. The eternal law of right and wrong has received 
another and awful verification. And now God sends 
forth his ambassadors everywhere, not hesitating to 
commission them to say God entreats men to be rec- 
onciled to him (2 Cor. 5:20). 

And that is not all, for to the man who thus recog- 

nizes his need of Christ, and who thus accepts the 
Father’s provision in Christ for his own desperate 
need, something else happens. God himself, in the 
person of the Holy Ghost, comes to dwell in that man’s 
heart. The saved sinner’s body becomes the temple 
of the Holy Ghost. And the Spirit, who is the Spirit 
of the Crucified, comes to reproduce in the saved 
character the likeness of Jesus Christ. Not as a con- 
dition, but as a result of salvation, comes the swift 
response of the new-created personality to the gracious 
influences thus operative in his soul. 
__ The effects of all this are nothing less than revolu- 
tionary. Old things pass away, all things become new. 
Caught in the tide of that mighty love of God, what 
can he do but give himself up to it? The newborn 
soul has fallen in love with his Saviour, his Conqueror, 
his Lord. Such a one was the apostle Pauli. “From 
the time that the Lord Jesus arrested him on the Da- 
mascus road, he was bound, a willing captive, to the 
chariot of his Conqueror. Paul from thenceforward 
had no higher ambition than to grace, as much as 
might be, his Lord’s triumph (2 Cor. 2:14). 

The title placed at the head of this editorial re- 
calls one such occasion on which Paul’s growing like- 
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ness to his Master was exhibited. He was on his voy- 

e to Rome. The ship was wrecked on the coast of 
Melita. As the poor feilows crawled ashore they were, 
surprisingly enough, received with no little kindness. 
For the barbarous islanders, instead of knocking them 
on the head as they landed, kindled a fire and received 
them every one because of “the present rain, and be- 
cause of the cold.” Luke was there, and we can stiil 
read something of the memories of their discomfort 
as he feelingly writes down the words. Doubtless 
Luke shivered again as he wrote, And Paul also 
helped. For he gathered a bundle of sticks to feed 
the fire. 

Now let us recall Paul’s companions in travel, of 
what sort they were. Of the 276 souls, nearly half 
must have been sailors. These, a few hours previously, 
had planned to desert the ship, leaving the landlubbers 
to be drowned. The other half would consist mainly 
of soldiers. And they were even less attractive than 
the sailors, for they had wanted to cut Paul’s throat. 
The small fraction of the ship’s company unaccounted 
for included one or two Christians such as Luke him- 
self, and a small group of wretched prisoners, politi- 
cal most likely, on their way to face the tender mercies 
ef Nero’s law courts. Altogether a singularly unat- 
tractive, not to say repulsive, crowd. Nearly all of 
those 276 people had been planning in their various dif- 
ficulties within a few hours past to take Paul’s life, 
even though the difficulties into which they were all 
plunged were due to the disregarding of Paul’s ad- 
vice. If ever Paul had been tempted to say, “I told 
you so,” it must have been at Melita. But he did not, 
and that was victory, And more than this, he is the 
one who apparently first becomes active in trying 
to help these other folks. It is the spirit of the Mas- 
ter. For Paul does not wait for these men to say 
whether they are sorry or not for their wicked designs 
against him. He just gets busy; it is the Holy Spirit 
of the Crucified One in his servant. The saved man 
is the kindly man. 

But consider also Paul’s own condition, He had 
swum ashore like the rest. He was shivering in his 
clinging wet garments. The rain was steadily falling. 
The chill of autumn was in the dreary morning air. 
These were circumstances enough to depress the feel- 
ings of any man. Add to the physical discomfort the 
mental disquiet. Paul was a prisoner going under 
armed guard to a trial, the issue of which could not 
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but be doubtful. He had long wanted to see Rome 
and some of the Roman Christians (Rom, 1:11). But 
though now he is going at last to the capital, it is not 
as a-free man. It is touching .to observe how Paul 
was gladdened by some of these Christian brethren 
from Rome taking the trouble to come to meet him 
at the market of Appius (Acts 28:15); he thanked 
God and took courage. One is so glad to read that. 
For it at once reveals Paul as a man with like pas- 
sions as ourselves. Hertheeded encouragement, and 
the Lord who knew his servant’s need sent also the 
supply for the need. It was the brief lifting of the 
burden, the gleam of sunshine on a wintry day. Paul 
was no superman, living in a different worid from 
ours. He was of the same flesh and blood as-we are. 
And so we can the more easily picture him standing 
there by the fire; He shivered with the cold as you or 
I would have done. He was filled with apprehensions 
as you or I would have been, The long fortnight’s 
tossing in the cramped and crowded ship with her 
cracking timbers and the unspeakable stench of her 
bilge water had brought Paul down as it would have 
done us. : 

But here, too, Paul has well learned his Master’s 
lesson. The Lord Jesus. was ever ready to put aside 
his own feelings and desires and plans in order to meet 
the needs of others (Mark 6:34). He knew what it 
was to be so busy with caring for others as not even 
to have time for meals (Mark 6:31). And Paul has 
drunk of the same Spirit. Setting aside his own dis- 
comfort and anxieties, he applies himself to meet the 
needs of others, and those others are men who had 
treated him cruelly. 

Last of all, as he gathered the sticks, a viper leaped 
from the crackling wood and. fastened upon his hand. 
The people of the island were ready with a theory to 
meet this situation. The man must be a murderer. 
The best man in the ship, the living example of the 
Spirit of Christ, —he is the murderer. It is all so 
very helpful and so very ordinary! Just the sort of 
thing that has been said to you perhaps, dear Christian 
worker. 

The Lord never promises his servants immunity 
either from accident or from people’s tongues and the- 
ories about our accidents. But if we are really men 
of God, we shall be, like Paul, too busy about our Mas- 
ter’s business to have time to care greatly for the 
insinuation. 





Is Foot-Washing 
a New Testament Ordinance ? 


Having received immeasurable help from your Notes 
on Open Letters, I take this opportunity to ask a ques- 
tion about the Word which I would like to have 
cleared up. 

What, in view of the explanation given in the Scofield 
Reference Bibie, did the Lord Jesus mean when he told 
the disciples to wash one another’s feet? (John 13: 14, 
1s.) That has always puzzled me. You know some 
Christians follow that example literally, and say that it 
is one of Christ’s direct commands, the same as bap- 
tism.—A Michigan Reader. 


This question has puzzled many, yet the answer 
seems plain, when. we keep in mind certain fundamental 
principles of New Testament teaching. 

In the thirteenth chapter of John’s Gospel we read 
of an act of humble service by our Lord, when, “know- 
ing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he was come from God, and went to God; 
he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 
and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the dis- 
ciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
he was girded.” The searching significance of this 
act becomes the greater when we remember that, ac- 
cording to the sequence of events during the night of 
the last passover, the disciples had just been in an 
altercation with one another as to “which of them 
should be accounted the greatest” (Luke 22:24). 
While they were selfishly seeking precedence one above 
the’ other, the Lord and Saviour of mankind placed 
himself lower than any of them in a matter of menial 
service. — 

In this act of washing their feet, Christ was evi- 
dently teaching two distinct spiritual lessons. One had 
to do with his unique service for them, which no one 
else but the Son of God could retider, The other had 
to do with their service for one another, which not 
only they but all children of God can and should ren- 
der. - 

The footnote in the Scofield Reference Bible ex- 
plains the unique ministry of Christ for his own, as 
set forth in the acted parable of his washing his dis- 
ciples’ feet. “The underlying imagery is of an Ori- 
ental returning from the public baths to his house. 
His feet would contract defilement and require cleans- 

_ing, but not his body.” The believér is cleansed once 





for all, when he receives Christ as Saviour; but any 
sins committed after that must be brought to God in 
confession, and “if we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 14:9). The washing 
of the feet of the disciples by their Lord and Saviour 
thus represents the cleansing that he gives us from any 
defilement contracted in our walk after we are Chris- 
tians. This-is not a service that Christians can render 
for one another; only Christ can do it for us. 

On the other hand, the Lord said to his disciples that 
night: “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
For I have given you an example, that ye should do 
as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he 
that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know 
these ae happy are ye if, ye do them” (John 43: 
14-17). 

Here was his rebuke to the disciples for their self- 
ishness in seeking first place for themselves, and for 
their failure to have rendered the service of foot-wash- 
ing for one another. It was a lesson in humility, set- 
ting forth that “the fruit of the Spirit is ... meek- 
ness.” And it was at this time that the Lord said 
to them, rebuking them for their self-seeking: “The 
kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them: and 
they that exercise authority upon them, are called bene- 
factors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is great- 
est among you, let him be as the younger; and he 
that is chief, as he that doth serve. . For whether is 
greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is 
not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as 


«he that serveth” (Luke 22: 25-27). In washing the 


disciples’ feet our Lord was teaching the principle of 
humble service. as the permanent duty and privilege 
of all Christians. This principle is set forth in_ the 
New Testament Epistles, in such a passage as “Bear 
ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 

But did our Lord, in his words in John 13 that “ye 
also ought to wash one another’s feet,” lay. upon_his 
Church a permanent ordinance of foot-washing?. The 
New Testament Epistles answer this question for us. 
We have, in the Epistles, the full and permanent in- 
structions for the Church during this present age, un- 
til our Lord comes again. The fact that there is ro 
mention there of any such ordinance as foot-washing 
would seem to make it plain that our. Lord-was not 
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establishing this as an ordinance. This! fact is in strike, 


ing, contrast with such obligations as baptism and the, 
Lord’s Supper. Both of these are found in the Gose 
pels; but, unlike the absence of any mention of foot*" 
washing in the Epistles, both are found also in thé 
Epistles. Baptism is mentioned there over and over. 


again, And Paul is directed by the Holy Spirit to set. 


forth the observance of the Lord’s Supper, as a com- 
mission received by himself directly from the Lord 
Jesus for the Church during this entire age; “for a8 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Cor. 11:26); 


x 
The Christian’s Position in the World 


For the past five years I have been employed by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture as one of the feed.and fer- 
tilizer inspectors in my. state. But now I’ve come to the 
point where I’m tired of trying to make people who 
are lawless at heart obey laws, and I sometimes 
wonder if it is God’s purpose ‘and will for a Chris< 
tian to have anything to do with holding an office 
where he. will have to eénforce laws. Of course, I 
believe in laws, but ig it right for a Christian 
to hold a position where law enforcement is ine 
volved? - The supreme desire of my heart is to do the 
will of my Redeemer and Saviour Jesus Christ in this, 
and I’d certainly appréciate your opinion. Any work 
connected with proper law enforcement is unpleasant, 
There are those not in sympathy with the work, and 
then there are other unpleasant features. 

If you think it is not God’s will for me to continue 
in this, would you advise giving it up at once-and 
trusting him to give you other work, or asking him to 
make another opening elsewhere?—A Southern Reader. 


Here is a practical and involved question on which 
no one can give any dogmatic generalization to an- 
other that will determine his duty for him. The prin- 
ciples set down in God’s Word concerning the person 
and position and service of the Christian are to be 
sought out and followed. Prayer for personal guid- 
ance will bring God’s answer to the individual. 

One of the most’ Scriptural and satisfying discus- 
sions of the fundamental facts and principles underly- 
ing this question will be found in a booklet written 
by Henry W. Frost, D.D., Home Director for North 
America of the China Inland Mission, and entitled, 
“The Christian’s Position in the World” (The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 25 cents, postage 2 cents). 
This study is -based on the passage in i Peter 2:9, 
“Ye are a-chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darknegss into his marvellous light.” Dr. Frost shows, 
from Scripture, that 


1. Christians are a unique people. 
2. Christians are a heavenly people. 
3. Christians are a separate people. 
4. Christians are a priestly people. 
5. Christians are a witnessing people. 
6. Christians are a suffering people. ° 
7. Christians are a- waiting people. . 
Dr. Frost calls attention to the Scriptural teaching 
hat the Christian, while being a “new creation,” and 
a heavenly rather than an earthly. being, living in the 


world but not of it, nevertheless “is required, as a so- 
journer with the human family, to render ‘unto Caesar 


_ the things which are Caesar’s’ (Matt. 22:21); and he 


is informed that these things are three. in number; 
first, obedience to the powers that be (Rom. 13: 1-5; 
1 Pet. 2: 12-15) ; second, the payment of taxes (Matt, 
17: 24-27; Rom. 13:6, 7); and third, the offering of 
intercessory prayer for who are in authority (1 
Tim. 2: 1-3). . And thus, on the other hand, he is re- 
quired, as a member of the divine family, to render~ 
‘unto God the things that are God’s’ (Matt. 22:21); 
and he is given to understand in so doing, whatever 
the cost, that the divine will and law are ever to be 
pre-eminent (Acts 4: 18-20).” 

The unusual and, revealing Bible study given inthis 
booklet should help this earnest Christian man to as- 
certain God’s will in the practical problem that he is 
facing. It is conceivable that God would have him re- 
main just where he is, and bear a needed testimony 
there to his Saviour and Lord, and to the Gospel of 
salvation and life. And it is conceivable, on the other 
hand, that God would have him withdraw from. such 
a position as he now fills, and take up a work that 
would be free from_the relationships now involved. 
God has promised to make his will known to his chil- 
dren, when they meet the conditions of full surrender 
and full faith; and God keeps his promise. 

One ‘thing.is certain: God does not want us to act, 
in a matter of this sort, in a precipitate way. It is a 
safe and Scriptural position to remain where we are 
(if no question of actual sin is involved) until _God’s 
leading, through the Word and prayer and. confirming 
circumstances, is unmistakably plain. Hurried action 
and half-baked decisions’ are not in accordance with 
God’s will. If God is calling one out of a present 
place. of employment. God will make plain the time 
to leave, and will make; full provision for the meeting 
of temporal needs. 
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Ancient Bible Customs in Modern Madagascar 


How they explain Old Testament passages questioned by the critics 
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By Ernest Gordon 














favorite weapon with which to attack the -Bible, 

and Old Testament rite and custom have been 
reduced by it to a mass of taboo and primitive super- 
stition. But a French Protestant mission teacher: who 
has lived for decades in Madagascar and knows prim- 
itive life with an intimacy that academic anthropologists 
such as ‘Sir James Frazer can hardly pretend to, thinks 
that primitive customs constitute an inexhaustible source 
for understanding Scripture and explaining its ap- 
parently contradictory passages. The mentality of the 
Hebrews of the Exodus is much nearer to that of pres- 
ent-day primitives than to that of modern Europeans, 
and especially are the people of Madagascar akin to 
the ancient Hebrews, being of pronouncedly Semitic 
strain and retaining Semitic customs such as circumcis- 
ion, abstinence from -pork eating, and the like. Many 
of their customs corroborate the accuracy of Old Tes- 
tament representation. 

Thus among the Betsimisarakas it is: usual (as in the 
case of Aaron on Hor and Moses on Nebo) to carry 
the aged to mountain tops to die. Barren Malagasy 
women give their maid servants to their husbands as 
Rachel did, to bear in their stead and when one be- 
comes enceinte the mistress orders the birth on her bed 
or on her knees as in Genesis 30:3: “And she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by 
her.” The Malagasys carry their dead great distances 
for burial as the Hebrews in Genesis. 

“And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew 
water, and poured it out before the Lord” (1 Sam. 
7:6). But what the children of Israel did at Mizpeh 
under. Samuel’s leadership is a usual form of worship 
in Madagascar today. The smooth stones of a brook 


AA verte, eazon has in recent years been a 


constitute in contemporary Madagascar an appropriate - 


place. of heathen worship as in Isaiah’s day, when he 
reprimanded Israel’s idolatries in the words, “Among 

smooth stones of the stream is thy portion... even 
to them hast thou poured’a drink-offering” (Isa. 57: 
6). Ezekiel charges the house of Judah with “putting 
the branch to their nose” (Ezek. 8:17). The Mala- 
gasy pagan likewise plucks a branch from a sacred 
tree and worships by waving it under his nose. The 
custom of keeping books, letters, and the like, in 
earthen jars buried in the ground is common in Mad- 
agascar as in Jeremiah’s day. The patriarchs com- 
memorated their personal experiences by erecting a 
stone and pouring oil over it. This is the commonest 
of Madagascar commemorations. History is written 
all over the land by such votive boulders. 


- Striking Parallels of Family Relationships 


Malagasys, as the Jews of the kingdom, object 
greatly to censuses because of their association with 
military draft and forced labor. Blessings and curs- 
ings play a great role in, their spiritual life as with the 
Hebrews of the olden time and a benediction once ob- 
tained (no matter if with all the trickiness of father 
Jacob) retains its value. M. Parrot cites at length the 
case of a- father who gave the blessing to his adopted 
son (a nephew) rather than to his son. The latter 
then begs a little blessing quite in the fashion of Esau. 
The father declares the first blessing irrévocable but 
responds to- his son’s importunity with the gift of a 
slave. When a Malagasy is approaching his end the 
family surrounds his bed for his blessing, and the old- 
est, together with the children of the favorite wives, 
receive the choicest blessing. Critics object to Noah’s 
cursing Canaan, the son of Ham who exposed him, 
rather than Ham himself. But among primitives this 
is often done. The father feels a curse on his son 
to be more dreadful than one on himself. “Son of his 
old age” is a common name for the last son among 
the Malagasys even though the parent may not be old. 

The Malagasy brother is expected by public opinion 
to marry his brother’s widow and to raise offspring 
for him. The high places of Madagascar were the 
resorts of prostitution as in the days of Israel’s idola- 
tries, and a libertine is commonly called a “mountain 
climber.” After King Amaziah was come from the 
slaughter of the Edomites, he brought the gods of 


‘the children of Seir and set them up to be his gods 


(2 Chron. 25:14). So did the Malagasys in the old 
days adopt the gods of conquered peoples, There are 
cities of refuge in Madagascar, and the Malagasy right 
of repurchase when buying land recalls the law of the 
Jubilee (Lev. 25). Who knows but what the Jewish 
law was vaguely known by the Arabs who emigrated 
into Madagascar in the remote past? 

Even Hebrew idioms have their echo in Malagasy 
speech. Just as the Hebrew word Elohim represents 
God as Creator, and Jehovah as the covenant-keeper, 
so in Madagascar there are two names for God: Zana- 
hary, creator, and Andriamanitra, the friend of man. 
One wonders, too, if this may not be a Hebraism. “His 
blood be upon us and upon our children” is a common 


These remarkable parallels between the primi- 
tive mind in ancient Palestine and in modern 
Madagascar have been drawn by Mr. Gordon 
from the book “Defense of the Bible Against the 
Negative Criticism,” 2 volumes, by A. Parrot 
(Defense de la Bible contre la critique negative), 
Mathiot-Renaud, Montbeliard, France. 








Malagasy utterance, and the phrase, “God hath visited 
his people in giving them bread.” 

“When thou hearest the sound of a going in: the tops 
of the mulberry trees, ... then shall the Lord go out 
before thee” (2 Sam. 5:24). The brushing of the 
wind in trees or shrubs is thought by the Malagasys 
to be the passage of God or the voice of God. The 
Hovas voyaging in hostile regions often make out 
their wives to be sisters. If they were known to be 
married they would be killed or enslaved. But passing 
as unmarried they can by taking new wives knit up 
good connections. To critics who insist that the Leviti- 
cal code is too elaborate for a primitive people, M. 
Parrot shows seventeen pages of prescription relating 
to but two of the Malagasy religious rites, —circum- 
cision and the periodical reclothing of the dead. ‘“Be- 
— these the regulations of Leviticus are simplicity 
itself. 

_ These similarities give to the Old Testament narra- 

tive the quality of verisimilitude. In many passages 
which have been called in question by critics they con- 
stitute a sufficient explanation. While studying the 
Old Testament lessons it may be well to have some 
of M. Parrot’s parallels in mind. 

We are told, for example, that it is absurd to think 
of Jacob’s sons going on their long tour into Egypt 
only to bring back a sack of wheat apiece. Certainly 
it 1s not the method of modern times, or at least of 
modern civilization. But the primitives of Madagas- 
car still adhere to the old customs. “In 1913 I met 
a group of Malagasys traveling some five hundred 
miles (going and coming) and returning with but 
sixty pounds. They had no animals. Each Saturday 
we see people passing who cover from sixty to one 
hundred kilometers on foot to bring back their pro- 
visions. And among these, heavily laden with rice, 
are princes, sons of country kings.” Objection is 
made to the picture of Joseph, viceroy of Egypt, re- 
tailing grain in person. But the powerful Malagasy 
king, Adrianampoinimeria, founder of the Hova dy- 
nasty, often seld cattle in person, - 

The Strassburg critic Reuss thinks it unbelievable 
that Joseph should not have written to his father when 
he reached the high places of power in Egypt. Cer- 
tainly it would have been a strange omission on the 
part of “the modern mind.” But just here one per- 
ceives how different is our mentality from that of 
the past and of backward peoples: M. Parrot men- 
tions the case of a slave boy who drifted into his 
school and remained in his family for eleven years. 


‘He had spoken of his mother, and some one sug- 


gested that he write her. This seemed to him a 
strange proposition, Was he not now M. Parrot’s 
son? Why should“he concern himself with his past 
connections? So Joseph identified himself with the 
Pharaoh who had adopted him and his Egyptian .wife. 
He was detached from the past. “For God... hath 
made me forget all . . . my father’s house” was the 
name he gave his son Manasseh (Gen. 41:51). M. 
Parrot has on record ten cases of this sort. 


The Double Naming of Places 


The renaming of places with the same name is a 
peculiar custom of the Malagasys, and one which 
seems irrational to us. It apparently gives expression 
to a feeling of satisfaction with the old name, They 
would confirm the appropriateness of the 6ld name by 
its repetition. Evidently this was the custom among 
the Hebrews, and the critics who see in this repe- 
tition the sign of different documents are on the 
wrong scent. (Illustrations are Berachah, 2 Chron. 
20:26; Cabul, Josh. 19:27 and 1 Kings 9:13; Beer- 
sheba, Gen. 21: 31,34 and Gen. 26:33). In Genesis 
21:27 and 26:31 Abraham and Isaac succeSsively, in 
allying themselves with Abimelech by oath, named the 
place Beer-sheba, the well of the oath. Is this a 
legendary repetition of the s@me incident? So it is 
commonly asserted. But M. Parrot describes a stone 
near Antsirabe called the Stone of the Oath. Its 
name recalls a solemn asseveration made many years 
ago by a person of importance in the district. When 
people have matters of importance to settle they 
journey thither and make their contracts on this stone. 
So the first well of Genesis, a bone of contention, be- 
came famous by the oath-bound pact of Abraham and 





Abimelech, and when another well was dug it re- 
ceived the same name, in memory of the earlier bond. 
A passage quoted from the history of Madagascar is 
an adequate parallel. “In 1822 King Radama, con- 
ducting an expedition against the Sakala, made a nuth- 
bering of his troops at a certain point and erected a 
stone which was consecrated by the sacrifice of nu- 
merous oxen. The place was called by him Amba- 
tondradama, the Stone of Radama. n his return 
from this expedition King Radama stopped at this 
monument, gave a féte to his soldiers, counted them 
to see how many had been lost, and sacrificed many 
cattle. From that time the place took the name of 
‘the stone of Radama,’ Ambatondradama.” One should 
recall the double naming of Bethel,—in Genesis 28: 
Ig and Genesis 35: I5. 

It is often asked why there is record of but two of 
the years of the children of Israel’s sojourning in the 
desert. Because, according to Madagascar analogies, 
answers M. Parrot, the other years were regarded 
as cursed and therefore non-existing. “In Madagas- 
car it is considered the height of tactlessness to make 
allusion to a period of life of a people or individual 
considered shameful. Thus the facts relating to the 
revolts of the Betsileos were carefully kept secret by 
the descendants of those taking part in them Among 
these tribes it is forbidden to speak or make allusion 
to famines or epidemics of the past.” 

In 1 Samuel 18: 17-29 Merab and Michal, Saul’s two 
daughters, are given in marriage to Adriel and David 
respectively. In 2 Samuel 21:8 Michal is mentioned 
as the wife of Adriel and mother of his five sons. 
This is one of the standing puzzles of the Old Testa- 
ment. M. Parrot explains it by Madagascar analogies. 
A parent angered with his son drives him- away and 
gives his name to another son. David was cut off by 
Saul and his wife’s name given to the other daughter. 
In this way Merab becomes Michal, 

Bible readers have often been puzzled that Saul 
should not recognize David after his victory over 
liath when he had just before sent him forth asi ‘s 
champion against the Philistine (1 Sam. 17:55): 
“Whose son is this youth?” he inquired of Abner, 
knowing well enough whose he was. In Madagascar 
when a man has performed some exploit of renown 
the cry is not “Who is he?” but “Whose son is he?” 
the glory passing to the one who fathered him. Fur- 
ther, the Malagasy custom is to- feign ignorance of his 
parentage, the better to emphasize surprise. When the 
Septuagint translation was made, this passage was sup- 
pressed. -The primitive etiquette which it expressed 
had become a thing of the past. 


Abbreviated Genealogies 


In Malagasy genealogies it is common to omit names 
of persons of bad reputation who died young, who 
were unimportant, or who had been put to death. 
Women are not counted in genealogical tables unless 
they have been remarkable in some way. Generations 
are frequently skipped if they have no important rep- 
resentative. So Matthew abbreviates genealogies to 
make them conform to a convenient plan of memoriza- 
tion. 

The Malagasy custom of adoption explains many 
of the discrepancies in .the royal lines of Israel and 
Judah. This was vastly more prevalent in the ancient 
world than today. Jacob and Joseph, for example, 
adopted their grandchildren, and Pharaoh his nephew 
(1 Kings 11:20). The ancient- Hebrews, as the mod- 
ern Malagasys, seem to have taken their kings from 
a single family without concerning themselves much 
whether the successor was in direct line or adopted. 
When, therefore, we find in 2 Chronicles 28:1 and 
29:1 that Ahaz died’ at thirty-six and that his son 
Hezekiah, his successor, began. to reign at twenty-five, 
we are not shut up to the impossible conclusion that 
Ahaz was a father at eleven. Rather Hezekiah was 
an adopted relative and not a son. So in 2 Chronicles 
21: 20 and 22: 2 Jehoram was forty years when he died 
and was immediately succeeded by his youngest son, 
Ahaziah, aged forty-two. But in 2 Kings 8:26 the 
age of Ahaziah at accession is given as twenty-two. 
This can be explained by Malagasy custom, which 
now reckons age from date of birth, now from date of 
adoption. Ahaziah is presumably the adopted, and not 
the actual son of Jehoram, and Kings gives the age 
from this adoption, while Chronicles gives it from 
birth. In 2 Kings 24:8 Jehoiachin is said to have been 
eighteen at accession; in 2 Chronicles 36:9, eight. 
The first is the actual age; the second the adoption. 
age. So Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when 
his father died at the age of thirty-nine. He- must 
then have been an adopted, and not a real son (2 Kings 
23: 36). 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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Tracing the Huge Walls of Kirjath-Sepher. | 


The skillful construction and military importance of the city of the Anakim that Caleb's brother took 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., fretident_ of, Xenia Theological Seminary, and 


** Archeological Editor of The Sunday Times 











At last all the negotiations are completed and the workmen are ready to begin working about Tell 
Mirsim. It is a rey: moment, as we stand.in fancy by thé archeologist, who interprets for us the meane 


ing of the things that workmen uncover. 


Many of your friends would doubtless be deeply interested in the story of the discovery and unearthing of 


_this old Canaanitish booktown mentioned in Joshua 15. 
Get Acquainted subscriptions, at 25 cents each. In sending such s 
and address The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 


HE spies sent out by Moses probably came right 

by ‘this city-crowned summit, since Kirjath-sepher 
lies near the head of one of the broadest and most 
beautiful of the valleys that run up from the south 
country, the Negeb, into the Shephelah, the hill country, 
and the mountains of Judea. What did they see? 
They reported ‘“‘cities ,. , walled up to heaven.” Was 
this one of them? Our ideas of ancient civilization 
from reading the Biblical allusions alone are often 
very meager, for the Bible rarely ever describes things, 
and we are apt to be surprised when the work of the 
archeologist confronts us with the facts. It is so at 
Kirjath-sepher. The brief allusions to a city with 
a “field” and with “upper” and “nether springs”? cap- 
tured by Othniel, Caleb’s younger brother, raises little 
or no expectation. Our work thus far, though only 
begun, has already filled in the details of the picture 
until a great fortress crowning an almost impreg- 
nable hilltop has appeared surrounded on every side by 
valleys deep and fertile. 
_ The wall was plainly to be seen almost all the way 
around the circumference of the city before we began 
work, We naturally took what appeared as the top 
of the wall and expected to trace the wall down to the 
foundations. Our first surprise was to discover that 
it was the’ bottom of the wall still left standing which 
we saw at nearly every point of the circle of the city, 
‘—merely the foundation stones. The outcome of 
the sieges of these ancient cities was apt to be like the 
description of the termination of the siege of Jericho: 
“The wall fell down flat.” It was a ruthless warfare 
which usually so destroyed that which must immedi- 
ately be rebuilt before being appropriated to the use 
of the conquerors, 

We have now traced nearly the whole circle of the 
wall on the outside and, in part, on the inside. How 
high it was we have as yet no indication, and judging 
from the experience at other excavations, we are not 
likely to get any. Only seldom can we get any posi- 
tive evidence of the thickness of the wall. Near the 
‘great gate it is clearly shown to be about. four feet 
‘thick, Only by the complete tracing of both sides of 
the wall at many different points can we answer the 
question of thickness with definiteness. The titanic 
gateway which we shall presently describe would have 
’ been ridiculous with a thin, weak wall. 

The wall was very skillfully constructed; indeed, 
we are discovering day by day, with admiration, the 
‘evidences of this skill, It would seem as though every 
engineering device known to builders today was used 
by those who planned and built this wall. It is an 
almost continual series of towers and buttresses and 
what in modern fortifications would be called em- 
brasures so arranged as to give an enfilading fire. 
The opportunity thus-afforded was doubtless as use- 
ful for arrows and slingstones as for cannon and ma- 
chine guns and rifles. 

Nearly the whole circuit of the wall was strength- 
ened by glacis and revetments, much of which is still 
exactly in situ and fit for use. These exterior defenses 
were largely constructed of sections of convex curves, so 
as to give again an opportunity for enfilading as well 
as to strengthen the stonework. Usually these outer 
defenses reached down to a supporting terrace of the 
hill, sometimes two rods distant, but on the north side 
of the hill the declivity was so steep that no such ter- 
race was within reach. Here the wall was strong at 
the top and protected with a continuous revetment 
supported at the bottom by a retaining wall. At first 
this looked like two walls, but soon the true char- 
acter appeared. At one point steps led up this revet- 
ment, and a strong buttress or tower was placed at 
‘the head of the stairs for protection. These revet- 
ments were constructed of comparatively small stones 
toward the top, the Israelite position, thus affording 
little opportunity for an enemy to scale them, present- 
ing indeed a slippery surface, and affording the best 
possible opportunity for bowmen and slingers above. 

If possible I want to have a military engineer ex- 
amine this wall before. we are through work this 
spring, and thus I can estimate the work from a mili- 
tary standpoint. The work seems of a very high or- 
der. And there is abundant evidence already that the 
walls were well defended. 

No arrow heads have yet been found, but great num- 
bers of sling stones and weavers’ weights, used in a 
similar manner as sling stones, are found around the 
outside of the wall. These stone finds doubtless repre- 


You may share it with them through Ten Weeks 
ubsctiptions please mention the Kyle’ series, 
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sent all sieges from. that of Othniel, and even long be- 
fore, down to the final destruction probably by the de- 
vastating host of Nebuchadnezzar. 


The great gateway of a walled city was-always the. 


object of. most serious attack; and. naturally it was at 
the gate that the greatest effort and’ skill:-were dis- 
played in the defenses. .There seems to have been two 
great gateways at Kirjath-sepher, one on the. east 
which we are now fully uncovering, and one on the 
west: which we have only slightly examined.. As yet 
we are not certain that there were any little gates at 
all, The stairs up the revetment at one point pro- 
vided an ingress of a sort, but was certainly not in- 
tended as a substitute for a gateway. In fact the hill 
at that point is so steep that none but an enemy or 
some one working upon the walls would ever have 
occasion to enter there. 

That we may understand the gateway and its his- 
tory it will be necessary to carry along with the de- 
scription of it some clear but brief account of the 
various strata of débris found at that point and around 
the wall; a complete account will be given later when 
all the work at the gate is finished. 

From the brief historical and descriptive account of 
Debir in the Bible it would seem to have been chiefly 
an Israelite city, with only a hint of perhaps a brief 
pre-Israelite career when it was known as Kirjath- 
sepher. Since the pottery everywhere about the ruins 
ends with the stratum of Israelite remains of about 

B. C., it seems practically certain that this city 
was finally destroyed at the time that the hosts of 
Nebuchadnezzar swept over: southern Palestine. While 
some Byzantine remains are upon the surface, there 
is nothing between these and those, and the Byzantine 
remains are but scattered buildings over the tell: and 
he adjoining plateau to the south. 

When we began to dig around about the wall and 
the gateway, it soon appeared that these present re- 
mains so plainly visible were all Israelitish and so the 
work represented Israelite history from the earliest 
occupation down to 600 B _ But as soon as we dug 
below the foundation of the walls and the gateway, and 
through a layer of ashes and other evidences of burn- 
ing, we came w pottery of the Middle Bronze Age, 
1700-1300 B. C., and below this stratum,- pottery. of 
the Early Bronze Age back to 2000 B. C. or earlier. 
As yet it-is not clear whether this represents a layer 
of civilization, or only fragments left betimes by squat- 
ters. In any case the name Kirjath-sepher certainly 
stands for a long Canaanite history; how long we 
may never know. Certainly this site may rank as 
one of the earliest cities in Palestine and it is seen that 
the brief allusion to the city as before called Kirjath- 
sepher covers a very much longer period than was 
supposed. 

Now it will be seen that the record of the stages 
of history of this old city are opened at the great gate- 
way like the pages of a book. Naturally we had to 
begin our investigations at the surface representing the 
latest history and go down to the virgin soil where 
they began to build. Having done so, it will be clearer 
to the reader to begin at the bottom, the earliest, and 
follow the course of history down through time to the 


“present, or rather to the point where the history of 


this place stopped — and where we began to dig. 

At the bottom some four feet of débris was filled 
with Bronze Age pottery, some Early Bronze Age, a 
good deal of Middle and Late Bronze Age, and down 
to the beginning of the Iron Age,—the Israelite 
period. of ‘history in this land. This represents the 
Patriarchal Age“rom the time of Abraham, and per- 
haps before, down to the time of the incoming of the 
Israelites under Joshua. 

On top of this stratum was a gruesome stratuni of 
burned material —ashes,. charcoal, lime, and burned 
stone, — but no evidence of burned brick. Those old 
Canaanites built in stone,—and great stone; it was 
the time of the Anakim, the giants, and: they were 
titanic builders. This stratum» of burned material is 
rather difficult to medSure exactly, but in the com- 
pressed state in which it is now to be seen it-is about 
six inches. It runs right through from one side of 
the great gateway to the other. What tragic scenes 
have been, not embalmed, but incinerated: here! - How 
vivid a commentary have these ashes written:-upon. the 
attack of Othniel, the younger brother-of Caleb!- He 
was fighting to win a wife, as well as to take a-city. 
When we see the devastation wrought;. we. understand 
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the strength and importance of this old fortress which 
induced Caleb to offer so great a reward to the leader 
in Israel who could take it, ; 

Above this burned layer began, of course, the Is- 
rael peridd, the Iron Age. For from this: level up to 
the top every bit of pottery was Israelite. As the 
final conflagration had caused everything from the top 
to fall down into the rooms and passageways -at the 
gate, the different stages of Israelite history were 
mixed together in the ruins, but they were all there, 
from the earliest times, when the Israelites were in 
contact with the Philistines and learned from them, 
down to the characteristic pots with ribbed handles, 
so common in the period of the kings. 

What may have been the exact character of the 
Canaanite defenses at the gate it is impossible now 
to say. Whether, indeed, Othniel destroyed entirely 
the stone work, which would .mean that it had been 
entirely rebuilt .by the Israelites, or whether much of 
the stonework of the gate was left when all the wood- 
work was burned, meaning that the stone walls still 
standing represent in large part the old Canaanite 
work, it is impossible to accurately determine. Prob- 
ably in some part the older work was used. The de- 
fenses as the Israelites rebuilt them are plainly visible. 
There was a great-fortress on the east of the gate with 
a tower topped with mu brick. Curiously these mud 
bricks-are astonishingly like Ramesside bricks of Egypt. 
West of this tower was a small room apparently with 
no entrance from without. Then the entrance to the 
city with a square turning to make it easy of defense. 
West of this another .room and another tower smaller 
than on the east, or it may have been only a strong 
bastion. This part of the gateway also was topped 
with mud brick. This great Israelite gate. was com- 
pletely burned about 600 B. C., probably by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Great heaps of ashes, charcoal, lime from 
calcined stone, and even half burned stone were found 
on the pavement of the entrance and the rooms. The 
towers were about three meters on the front, and the 
a in the gateway like the city wall about four feet 

ick 
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Thus the history of the city as it now appears, sub- 
ject to correction by any evidence which may yet come 
to light, stretches from early patriarchal times down 
over the whole of the National Period of Israel’s his- 


tory. It is in miniature a history of Hebrew Pales- 


tinian civilization in stone. 

The workmen have been. paid off Saturday evening 
and seem very happy. Now for a delightful Sab- 
bath’s rest. 

Trett Beir Mirsim. 
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When Our School Took a Summer Tour 


And how it deepened our missionary interest and 
~  imcreased our attendance 


By H. C. Nunn 


Most Sunday-schools face the problem of poor at- 
tendance during the warm weather, but this one 
solved it in a way that not only increased attendance, 
but broadened missionary vision and enlarged mis- 
sionary giving. Perhaps the plan will suggest a way 
in which your school may meet the same situation. A 
helpful booklet, giving five of the best articles selected 
from twenty-six submitted in a prize competition on 
Sunday-school attendance methods, is entitied ‘‘ How 
‘We Won and Held a Large Attendance.” It may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at 25 cents, plus 2 cents postage. 


HE habit of going away on Sunday during sum- 

mer months has become so general that we, in 

our Sunday-school, decided we would all go 
away, — around the world— and take a three months’ 
cruise, commencing with the Grenfell Mission, Labra- 
dor, and visit all the important missionary centers of 
the world. So one fine Sunday -morning in June we 
“embarked,” and this is the story of our voyage, dur- 
ing which we experienced almost every thrill of the 
“globe trotter,” seasickness excepted. It will interest 
you to know that during this missionary trip around 
the world the attendance at our Sunday-school in- 
creased seventy-five percent over the previous year. 
At the same time our offerings increased about seventy- 
five dollars, and we added forty-two new members 
to our roll. All this during the “problem months” of 
midsummer when attendance generally slumps. 

An incidental, but important, benefit of the voyage 
was a deepening of interest in missions and a large in- 
crease in missionary giving. And who can estimate 
the influence of unbroken attendance at Sunday-school 
during summer months! So great was the interest 
manifested. in the “voyage” that motor trips were reg- 
ularly postponed ‘until after Sunday-school hours. 


_Even the adult class s maintained a high average at- 


tendance, especially the adult women’s class, — the 
mothers whom everybody says cannot get out to Sun- 
day-school on summer mornings. All of which seems 
to prove that ‘if interest be aroused there is no need of 
a midsummer slump 

But come with us on that first day of-our voyage, a 
sweltering morning in June, the very sort of day when 
“it’s too hot to go to Sunday-school.” We have our 
passage tickets in hand, received the previous Sunday, 
and from them we know that today we are to visit 


-Dr. Grenfell’s Mission “down on the Labrador.” The 












































Lesson for June 13 
Genesis 39 : 1-33 


notice board outside the church bears a ter an- 
nouncing the “Trip Around the World” and the local 
paper has also told us about the expected voyage. 
Presently the “purser’s office” is opened and we are 
invited to come “on board,” after handing our tickets 
through the wicket and receiving in exchange a ticket 
ch We ascend the famiijar steps to the lobby, ‘but 
what a change} A little work, plus the magic touch 
of imagination, has transformed our Sunday-school 
building into “The Steamship Mount Hamilton of the 
Union Line.” The stairway is now the “gang plank.” 
Inside is the “purser’s office” with a wicket and sign 
over it just like the real thing. Our secretary has 
become “ship's clerk.” The superintendent, of course, 


>is “captain” and his assistant - “first -mate.”. Badges ; 


tell us the rank of these officers. Even the caretaker 
has become “chief engineer.” The ushers are referred 
to as “deck hands” and we even have a “ship’s car- 
penter” who is responsible for the collapsible .ship’s 
bow made of wall board that has’ been ‘erected at drie 
side of the “bridge’—I almost said platform. A 
streamer of flags of all nations stretches across the 


baicony (upper deck), while at the sides we sée an ~ 


array of cardboard ships, one for each class. These 
are to be used in denoting the class standing week 
by week during the voyage. 

By now the hour is 9.30, a half hour before sailing 
time, and we see a procession of teachers filing into 
one of the upper rooms there to engage ‘in -prayer 
for God’s blessing on our voyage. At 9.45 the captain 
takes his place on the bridge and for the next quarter 
hour shows lantern views of the Labrador coast where 
Dr. Grenfell carries on his wonderful work. By the 


- time “four bells” (ten o’clock) sounds both the upper 


and lower decks are well filled, and. the captain- an- 
nounces “All aboard.” A choir of girls in ‘“middies” 
and boys in sailor hats now lead the singing of the first 


hymn, which is followed by prayer. Next appears one of - 


our boys as “Dr. Grenfell,” miedicine bag and all... And 
for the next fifteen minutes “Dr. Grenfell,”’ assisted by 
nurses, ministers to his patients, depicting incidents 
reported in books that have been studied for the pur- 
pose. 

But the captain is again on the bridge telling us that 
next ‘Sunday our ship is to visit India and that we may 
obtain our tickets as we go out. By now the ship’s 
clock is nearing the half hour, 10.30, leaving us a 
full thirty-minute period for study of the regular les- 
son of the day. As we take our places in class we 
find that each group has a “ticket agent,” appointed by 
the class. The agent asks us for our ‘ticket checks, 
which we hand over, not knowing that the color of the 
check tells whether we have been early or late. We 
are also asked to show our Bibles and are told that we 
may help our class to obtain a perfect five hundred 
marks for the day, as follows: 


100 marks for every member present. 

1oo marks for every member on time. 

100 marks for every member with Bible. 

1oo marks for teacher present and on time. 

1oo bonus marks if all the above are earned in full. 


We are also told that if we secure a new member 
for the Sunday-school we shall earn two hundred 


‘marks for our class, even though the new member may 


be allotted to some other class. The two hundred 
marks are to be credited to our class when the new 
member has been present the third Sunday. 

The bell sounds at eleven o’clock and we are im- 
mediately dismissed, the captain inviting all of us to 
come in again to the church service at eleven fifteen. 
On our way out we see that the “purser’s office” has 
been removed from the lobby and instead we find.a 
large sign board displaying an announcement of next 
week’s voyage and numerous interesting views of 
India, the next country to be visited. 

While waiting for church service we get into con- 
versation with the captain and from him learn that 
today’s attendance at Sunday-school is ninety-nine 
more than a year ago, an increase of sixty-six percent 
over the previous year’s figure of 151. (Total increase 
for the three months was 1,335 or seventy-five percent, 
most of which can be credited to the interest aroused 
by the voyage.) The captain says that the mission- 
ary trip is planned by a committee consisting of cap- 
tain, in charge of general program; first mate (chair- 
man), in charge of printing and publicity; purser, in 
charge of tickets, checks, and new member cards; 
ship’s clerk, in charge of class records; program sec- 
retary, in charge of special weekly missionary pro- 
gram; choir leader; special treasurer, in charge of 
funds. Each Sunday one class is assigned for the 
special missionary program and the responsibility for 
the program rests with the class and teacher, assisted 
in a general way by the program secretary. The spe- 
cial program is to occupy not more than twenty min- 
utes. 

The total cost of the voyage covering three months 
and including material for purser’s office, ship, print 
ing of tickets, rental of slides and costumes, and the 
like, amounted to $65.81. (Increase in giving during 
the voyage was about $75.) Posters were secured 
gratis from the local Steamship Agencies and were 
easily adapted to serve for the missionary trip. Back 
files of the National Geographic Magazine furnished 
the weekly notice board with about twelve views of the 
country to be visited the following Sunday. Lantern 
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slides -and costumes were secured from the nearest 
supply: house or missionary headquarters. 
A monthly prize was given to the class having the 


‘best record for the month, and a final prize to the 


class having the best average for all three months. 
The prize consisted, in one case, of a Saturday after- 
noon picnic to the country in autos provided by the 
church members. Interest was well maintained 
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throughout the voyage. Attendance in June and July 
ran about one hundred members extra per Sunday 
over the previous year, and in August about ninety in- 
crease each Sunday. Average attendance the preced- 
ing summer was 137, and the summer during our voy- 
age, 240. A two months’ trip commencing in July 
might be even better than one of three months. 
HamILton, CAn. 











Kow.:it helps (2?) the theory of evolution 





Is the Taungs Skull the Missing Link? 


By George McCready Price, M.A. 














The so-called Taungs skull was found by Professor R. B. Young at Taungs, South Bechuanaland, Africa 
during the latter part of 1924. It was first brought to the attention of the world by Pro R dA. Dart 
of South Africa, in an article in Nature for February 7, 1 aed ers 


“VEN in days like these, when a dogmatic scien- 

“ tific theory has entrenched itself in almost all 

the great centers of learning, the truth usually 
leaks out after a while. Sometimes we have to wait 
a while, as we have had to do in this case of the 
Taungs skull. From. the very beginning, some of us 
who ‘had gone’ through such. experiences before felt 
sure that this would also prove a false alarm, because 
of- the way in which this “find” was industriously 
broadcast in every part of the world. And so it now 
turns out to be really another case of Ahimaaz, the 
son of. Zadok, who was determined to run (this time 
as a propagandist of the Evolution theory), when in 
reality he had no real tidings ready. Some of us have 
seen such things before. 

Professor Dart of South Africa; who first brought 
this skull to the attention of the world, has written 
about it under the name of “anthropoid ape’; and 
has described it as representing “an extinct race of 
apes intermediate between. living anthropoids and 
man.” This is equivalent to saying that this Taungs 
skull answers to what is popularly termed the “miss- 
ing link.” 

The great British Empire Exposition at Wembley, 
near Londen, which was recently held for the second 
year, had-a cast of this skull in a glass case in the 
South African pavilion. So famous has this~ skull 
already become, that we hear of a celebrated .anthro- 
pologist of Washington, D. C., who is on his way to 
visit the original in South Africa, so as to study it 
first hand, , POP 

Of course, in the eyes of any sensible scientist, two 
questions are paramount with regard to this skull: 
(1) its real anatomical structure and thus its zoolog- 
ical affinities; and (2) its geological “age.” 

The geological features of the matter were reported 
upon by Dr. Robert Broom, in Nature, April 18, 1025. 
From this it appears that the skull was blasted out 
of a limestone cave which had become filled up with 
sand washed in from the Kalahari desert plain. Sev- 
eral fossil baboons were also found in neighboring 
caves, these differing only in minor structural details 
from the baboons now living in South Africa. As for 
the geological “age” of the Taungs skull itself, it prob- 
ably represents a period when the anthropoid apes 
could live comfortably in this part of South Africa; 
though at present they are confined to the warmer and 
much more humid parts of equatorial Africa. But it 
belongs to the modern world, not to that ancient one 
in which the great elephants, and camels, and Mega- 
tuerium, and rhinoceroses roamed over what is now 
North America. In other words, it is not antediluvian, 
but postdiluvian, to use the language of the “New 
Catastrophism” in geology. 

To quote Dr. Broom himself: 

I think it can be safely asserted that the Taungs 
skull is thus not likely to be geologically of great an- 
tiquity . . . probably not older than Pleistocene, and per- 
haps even as recent as the Homo rhodesiensis skull (Nature, 
April 18, 1925). 

This latter skull is the so-called Rhodesian man, a 
specimen found a few years ago in Rhodesia, which 
went through about the same routine of extreme ex- 
ploitation and finally fiasco as the Taungs skull has 
now experienced. 

The anatomical features of the case have now been 
reported upon by one who is everywhere regarded as 
an authority on the subject of fossil man. Sir Arthur 
Keith cannot be regarded as at all prejudiced against 
the theory of man’s evolution from the animals; on 
the contrary, he is one of the foremost advocates of 
this doctrine. But he knows the skulls of man and 
the various apes very intimately; and this is more than 
can be said of most of those who have been rushing 
into print regarding this skull during the past few 
months. ; 

In Nature for July 4, 19025, Sir Arthur Keith has a 
communication regarding this matter, giving the re- 
sults of his study of the plaster cast of the skull at 
Wembley. As for Professor Dart’s claim that this 
skull represents an extinct race of apes “intermediate 
between living anthropoids and man,” and that a new 
zoological family should be created to include it, Keith 
says that an examination of the plaster cast of the 
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skull “will satisfy zoologists that this claim* is pre- 
posterous.” He goes on to say: 


The skull is that of a young anthropoid ape—one which 
was in the fourth year of growth—a child—and showing 
sO many points. of affinity with the.-two living African 
anuthropoids —the gorilla and the chimpanzee —that there 
cannot be a moment’s hesitation.in placing the fossil, form 
in this living group. At the most it represents a genus in 
the gorilla-chimpanzee group. 


Professor Keith proceeds to speak of the alleged re- 
semblances between this skull and that of human be- 
ings; and on this point he says: 

Professor Dart claimed that the brain showed certain 
definite human traits. This depends upon whether or not 
he had correctly identified the position” of a certain fissure 
of the brain—the parallel fissure. In the showcase ‘at 
Wembley a drawing is placed side by side with the “brain- 
cast’; but when we examine the brain-cast at the site 
where the fissure is shown on the drawing, we find only a 
broken surface where identification becomes a matter of 
guesswork, 

In every essential respect the Taungs skull is that of a 
young anthropoid ape, possessing a brain which, in point 
of size, is actually smaller than that of a gorilla of a cor- 
responding age. 


And Dr. Keith sums the matter up with the follow- 
ing positive statement : i 

He [Professor Dart] has found an extinct relative»to the 
chimpanzee and gorilla, but one with more man-like -at- 
ures than are possessed by either of these. His distovery 
throws light on the history of anthropoid apes, but not on 
that of man (Nature, July 4, 1925). 


As I have remarked in my recent book, “The Phan- 
tom of Organic Evolution” (may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, $1.50, plus 
12 cents postage), if there is any real blood relation- - 
ship between man and the apes, it is scientifically far 
more reasonable to suppose that the apes are degener- 
ate offshoots from the human stock than to believe 
that men are developed apes. And according to the 
Guppy-Willis theory of differentiation now being 
widely adopted among scientific men here in England, 
that the great families came first and afterward split 
up into the various genera and species, as well as ac- 
cording to Dr. William Bateson’s view of “evolution” 
by loss and not by gain of characteristics or factors, 
this view of Sir Arthur Keith’s would seem to fit very 
well. That is, if this Taungs skull represents anything 
in advance of the present anthropoids, the gorilla and 
the chimpanzee, the latter may have come by further 
degeneration from the Taungs group. 

As we sum up all the evidence, we may conclude that 
the Taungs skull is another specimen about which a 
great deal too much fuss has already been made. It 
does not help the theory of organic evolution at all. 


Watrorp, Herts, Enc. 
we 


Genesis and Yourself 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


‘And Jehovah was with Joseph, . . . Jehovah 
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; 
... And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hard 
(Gen. 39: 2-6). 


HAT is the sort of reward God offers me if [ 

will serve him fo the limit. And people talk about 
how much they have to “give up” by going in for the 
Christian life. The trouble with so many is that they 
have not the “nerve’ —the Bible calls it “faith” —to 
surrender themselves absolutely to God’s will; and so 
they lose, both the best things he would give them 
and the things of the world which still look good to 
them because of their half-way surrender. Complete 
service of God means the three things that Joseph had: 
God himself with us, all his resources ours; other 
people supernaturally blessed because of our life— 
that is, we are a channel of God’s love into their lives; 
and the trust and respect of our fellows — everything 
coming our way, in other words. This is always so, 
in the long run, even if it seems to be pretty badly 
broken into for a while, as it was with Joseph. 
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LESSON 11. JUNE 13. JOSEPH’S FIDELITY 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 39 : 1-33 
Golden Text.—Seest thou a man diligent is his business ? he shall stand before kings.—Prov. 22:29 . 
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Personal Purity 


By W. Graham Scroggie 
Foreword 


N THE lesson scheme the verses in this chapter 
J wien are marked for printing are 1-6, 19-23; but 

in this article it is to the omitted verses, 7-18, 
that I am inviting your attention. Here is the con- 
flict, of which you find the cause in verses 1-6, and 
the consequence in verses 19-23. : 

“Wearing the white flower of a blamelesss life.”— 
Tennyson. 

“Keep thy conscience continually tender, and then 
it will check the first appearance of sinful passions, 
and will smart at the mere thought of sin.”—Richard 
Baxter. 

“Keep thyself pure.”—Paul. 


The Challenge to Youth 


Purity is a matter of pressing aoe in every 
generation, and one that touches us all. This is shown 
in the fact that from the beginning of human history 
to the present day, while many other problems have 
ceased to engage our attention, the sex problem has 
persisted throughout, and is today as acute as it has 
ever been. The challenge to our youth today is to 
go through this world unscathed by unchastity, and 
undefiled by lust. 

For this reason the story of Joseph is one of the 
most encouraging for sorely tempted men and women, 
and especially young men and women, in all genera- 
tions. It is when we see that men and women who 
share our passions can come unscathed through the 
ordeal of fiercest temptation, that we have, on the one 
hand, less excuse for our failings, and, on the other 
hand, more encouragement in the conflict. Let us then 
consider together, first, Joseph’s temptation, and then, 
his triumph. 


}. Josepu’s TEMPTATION 


The Nature of It—Joseph’s was one of the fiercest 
of temptations, for it was a terrible assault upon his 
chastity. His mistress lets herself fall in love with 
him, and uses all her arts to seduce him, making her 
house’a place of evil enchantment for him. The fiery 
arrows of her words, her actions, and her looks did 
not fall upon a statue, but upon a being tingling with 
the sensibilities of our nature in its glowing prime. 
Such a temptation as Joseph was exposed to is harder 
upon some than-upon others, though surely, some time 
or another, we are all conscious of its presence. 

From some temptations yielded to we may recover, 
but if chastity be lost, even though one repent, and be 
forgiven both by God and our fellows, the consequences 
must run on through life, and the scar must be carried 
to the grave. Young people! Preserve your purity at 
any cost! 


The Time of It—This has much to do with the force 
of the temptation. Joseph was sold into Egypt when 
he was seventeen years of age, and he had now been 
in Potiphar’s house ten years. God had given him 
such favor with his master that everything was en- 
trusted to his care: “he left all that he had in Joseph’s 
hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread 
which he did cat” (v. 6). Now, it was out of that 
very prosperity that this new peril came; unusual 
blessing was the occasion of severest temptation. It 
was so then, and it is so now. Says William Law: 
“How many saints has adversity sent to Heaven! And 
how many poor sinners has prosperity plunged into 
everlasting misery!” 

The critical time in the history of multitudes has 
not been when the i 

. in self-help, but after. they have reached the summit, 
It requires a good head to ‘stand upon a lofty height; 
and it takes a steady hand to carry a full cup. Re- 
member, the Devil chooses not only his weapons, but 
also his times. 

The Strength of It--There are elements in this 
temptation calculated to impart to it a vehemence that, 
in ordinary circumstances (that is, with persons of less 
robustness of moral iecig’: than belonged to Joseph), 
must have proved overwhelming. Among’ these we 
may name; (1) The quarter from which it came. It 
was the ny 2 of a mistress to her slave. In all like- 
lihood ‘she’ had. the personal attractions of her sex and 
of one in her station of life, and she would employ all 

the means and words at her disposal to secure her end. 

All this must have come against Joseph with ‘terrific 

force, But he withstood it. (2) The persistence with 
which it was urged. We read: . “She spake to Joseph 
day by day.” Many who could resist one terrific on- 
slaught of temptation succumb to the same temptation 
oft repeated. - water wears the stones, so persistetice 





- prison, the place where the king’s prisoners 


have been struggling up the hill . 


“is determinative, but our attitude toward it. 
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Devotional Reading: Proverbs 4: 10-18. 
Primary Topic: A Noble Slave . 
Lesson Material ; Genesis 39 : 1-6, 19-23. 
Memory Verse: Be thou ceca 5 eV. 2: 10. 
unior : How Joseph Behaved as a Slave. 
é Lesson. Material; Genesis 39 : 1-6, 19-23. 
Memory Verse; Revelation 2: 10. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Passing Severe Tests. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Triumphing Over Trials. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-6, 19-23 


1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, 


seph, and he was a prosperous man; and 
house of his master the Egyptian. 3 And 
that Jehovah was with him, and that Jehovah made all that 
he did to in his hand. vor 
in his sight, and he ministered unto him: and he made him 
overseer over his house, and all tha’ pu 

hand. 5 And it came to pass from 
him overseer in his house, and 
Jehovah blessed the Egyptian’s 
and the blessing of Jehovah 


comely, and well-favored. 


19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words 
of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, this 
manner did thy servant to me; that 
20 And Joseph’s master took him, 


were 

he was there in the prisen. 21 But Jehovah was with Joceph, 
and showed kindness unto him, and gave him favor in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the 
prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners tha 
were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was 
the doer of it. 23 The keeper of the looked not to 
anything that was under his hand, because Jehovah was with 
him; and that which he did, Jehovah made it to prosper. 

1Or, with him he knew not. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ends to wear down resistence. Familiarity with temp- 
tation is liable to weaken one’s gprveition to it. But 
it was not so with Joseph. (3) The instincts to which 
it appealed. This temptation took Joseph in two points 
of his nature at one and the same time; it appealed to 
his Ambition and to his Appetite. How strong is this 
latter in us all! Now understand that this and other 
appetites which we have are not sinful in themselves; 
they have been given to us by God, and given to be 
gratified. But not anyhow and at any cost. All wrong 
is the abuse of some right; all evil, the prostitution of 
some good; and impurity is the sinful gratification of 
a God-given instinct and appetite. This motion to sin, 
Joseph resisted. (4) The promotion to which it might 
lead. This was the appeal ‘to his Ambition, just re- 
ferred to. Had net his dream told him that he would 
come to power and that his brethren would bow be- 
fore him? And was not this an opportunity, wnsought 
by him, to realize his dream? The entering into this 
intrigue. would mean for him, almost certainly, the 
putting of Potiphar out of the way, and his own ele- 
vation, in an easy fashion, to his master’s place. Both 
these temptations assailed Jesus. In some form or 
another these temptations come to us all, and when 
they come, the hour is critical. Jesus and Joseph re- 
sisted. What have you done? What will you do? 
But one of the most dangerous elements_in this temp- 
tation was (5) The opportunity which it presented 
(vs. II, 12). Joseph was far from home and its re- 
straints; he was dwelling among a nation of idolaters 
where the moral atmosphere was vicious; he was 
tempted in the most attractive way; and an actual op- 
portunity to yield was presented. Notwithstanding, 
he shrank from it as a child would from a toad, Many 
youths who have left home reputable and well-behaved 
have run riot in iniquity in another land where they 
were unknown, and free from the moral restraints of 
their own home, Sin is not one thing at home, and 
another abroad. Right and ik | are not matters of 
geography. Sin is not diminished by space. In every 
place we shall be tempted, but it is not a sin to be 
tempted. Indeed an apostle says, “Count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations”; when ye 
fall. into them, not when ye run into them— 
mark that. God will help us when we are over- 
taken by-an evil suggestion, but mot when we take 
over that suggestion, . Temptations which the Devil 
designs for our overthrow, God uses. as tests for 
our establishment. It is not the thing itself that 
“There 
hath'no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
tan: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 





temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it.” : 4 r 


Il, Josern’s TRIUMPH 


This is recorded in three brief tremendous words: 
“But he refused.” 

1. The Manner of His Refusal—Only two things 
need be said about this: first, that it was resolute. If 
it had not been resolute ~he would have been ruined. 
If yow would not be stung by nettles, you must grasp 
them firmly. Hesitation in such circumstances as these 
spells disaster. In the “no” of some people to t 
tation, there is a half “yes,” which is half the battle 
lost. The case of Samson is a notable illustration. If 
Joseph had dallied with the tempting bait, if he had 
trifled with the forbidden fruit, he would have been 
lost. But there is no note of indecision in his reply. 
His is not the answer of a man who is only halt 
hearted in puttmg from him a thing which he secretly 
desired; but the clear full-toned ring of a man who 
had made up his mind intelligently and finally, be- 
cause he had made choice according to principle, and 
in the fear of God. ; 

_. The second thing to be said about his refusal is that 
it was practical (v.12). “He fled and got him out.” | 
He escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowler. He 
not only resisted, he also ran. There are some things 
which we are called to stand up to, but there are others 
from which we must flee. We are not only to abstain 
from fleshly lusts, but to run from them (2 Tim. 2: 
22), and such a flight is the crown of courage. It was 
better, says quaint Matthew Henry, for Joseph to 
lose a good coat than a good conscience (v. 12). 

2. The Reason of His Refusal—It was manifold, 
but among other motives were the following: (1) 
Joseph would not act treacherously toward his master, 
who trusted him implicitly, and who was from home 
at the time. (2) He would not dishonor the best trae 
ditions of his forbears. You have always your family 
to think of as well as yourself. To stain the family 
record and bring down your own people with sorrow 
to the grave is indeed a crime. (3) He would not com- 
mit moral and spiritual suicide. His brethren had sold 
his body, but he would not sell his soul. To shoot or 
hang yourself would be less a sin than to dishonor your 
soul, and toss away your birthright. (4) He would 
not sin against the God of his life. There is the im- 
passable barrier. That sacred Presence forever blocks 
the way, “How can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?” (v. 9.) All sin is against God. 
We never get away from our relation to God in any 
act of our life. To wrong one’s own soul, to outrage 
innocence, to humiliate a girl or a womap, to poison the 
streams of life, to be guilty of treachery, is all sin 
against God. 


_ 3. The Consequences of His Refusal—There were 
immediate consequences. This woman’s lust now turns 
to hate, for “hell hath no fury like a woman, scorned.” 
Her quick wit is treacherously employed against Jo- 
sephy She tells her tale; her husband believes her; 
and so she takes a delicious revenge upon the inno- 
cent Hebrew.. The tables are turned. She poses as 
a pure-minded woman and loyal wife. Joseph is rep- 
resented as a degraded and worthless slave; Yet mark, 
he says nothing! How much he could have told Poti- 
phar, - but he saves his. master the pain and shame of 
the truth, and trusts himself to God. 

Then ‘is God not just? Does he not care? It is at 
this point we begin to see that there are not only 
immediate but also ultimate consequences of Joseph’s 
refysal. To understand God’s plan and purposes we 
must take long views. Goodness takes time to win 

The successes of evil areall now. We should 
do what is right because it is right, regardless of im- 
mediate consequences, knowing that it is impossible 
for wrong ultimately to succeed, or for right ultimately 
to fail. There is no profit like a good conscience, 


-and no reward equal to the approbation of God. 


Duty, honor, and faith kept Joseph pure and true. 
And accompanying duty and honor was faith in God. 
This last, more than anything else, carried‘ him thr 
and will carry you through. We cannot even imagine 
how the course of history would have been affected if 
Joseph shad acted otherwise. “But he refused.” 

Final Word 

Think of — 

(1). The advantages we have over Joseph in our 
fight with this and every temptation. 

(2) The irreparable loss of a sullied purity. 

(3) The necessity of safeguarding against tempting 
one another. 

(4) The need we all have of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
To say “no” to temptation, we must say “yes” to him. 
EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 























































































5 for June 13 
Genesis 39 : 1-33 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


. ‘Fhe method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character.. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Professor Ellis, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 

answers as given in the following issue? 


Y was Joseph in Egypt? ; 
2. What may account for Joseph’s rapid rise to 

place of trust in the prison? 

g- What does this fact almost prove concerning Potiphat’s 
zeal opinion of Joseph? 

4 What was the source of 
Joseph manifested? 

5. What traits of Joseph, minor though they be, con- 
tributed to his phenomenal success in Egypt? 

6. In what words of Scripture is found the secret of all 
Joseph’s successes? How often are they found? 

7 What testifies to Joseph’s recognition of this fact? 

8 In what three personal relations did the fidelity of 
Joseph ‘manifest itself? 

9. What three ages may learn a lesson from Joseph, and 
what particular lesson may each learn? 

10. In what ways is Joseph a type of Christ? 

31, What light is thrown upon the adversities suffered 
by God’s people, by the record of Joseph’s experiences? 

1z, Name some comforting and strengthening passages 
from the Word of God to offer Christians in adversity or 
sorrow. 
~ 33. What is the saddest thing about the afflictions of an 
mnbeliever? 


the moral strength which 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


26 : ~ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
: “By William H. Ridgway 


The Secret of Prosperity.—Jehovah blessed the 
Egyptian’s house for Joseph's sake (v. 5).. The soap 
man asks, “Have you a little fairy in your home?” 
and the picture shows her dangling hes little legs over 
a cake of the soap. We might similarly ask, “Have you 
a Joseph in your home?” If not, why not,. since 
blesses homes for “Joseph’s sake.” ‘You know if you 
have gone over these lessons before and had a_real 
teacher that Joseph is a type of Jesus with striking 
pafallels that other lesson writers will most likely 
point out. The ship’s company got out of the hurri- 
can and safely to land because Paul was on board. A 
“Joseph” has many a time been the one redeeming fea- 


ture of families we all have known. While as for . 


business — “The only reason I go there is because of 
Humphrey Bentley,” said Mrs. Ridgway of a certain 
store. I have here in my pocket an article from the 
American Gas Journal in which the writer refers to 
an address of mine on’ “Business and Religion.” He 
confirms my conclusions. *'He is the manager of a 
great Public Utility Corporation. He is also a church 
and Sunday-school man. During the World War when 
fuel and wages “went out of sight” and all utilities 
faced bankruptcy, which some of them found, this 
man’s company asked the State’s Public Service Com- 
mission for an advarice in rates — and got them. Which 
other similar companies did not. The Commissioner 
said, “Mr. Stebbins, if you say these figures are cor- 
rect we will give you the advance if rates you ask, 
but we would not believe a word your higher officers 
would say.” ~You can multiply this attitude toward 
corporations. by the hundreds. — Figures lie, but “Joseph” 
never ‘lies.:- And this is why virtually every successful 
business has a “Joseph” in it somewhere so that God 
can bless and prosper that business for “Joseph’s sake.” 
America has-been blessed nationally for the same rea- 
son. Just run over the names of the Presidents and 
see if you can discover one who has had to be apolo- 
ey for because of his manner of life (2 Sam. 23: 
3, 4). 


Temptation.—When his master heard the words of 
his wife, ... his wrath was kindled (v. 19). Poti- 
phar’s wrath was kindled but that was as far as it 
got—there was no blaze to speak of. Otherwise 
Joseph had been killed, for that was a day when the 
very cheapest thing in the market was human life. 
No-doubt Potiphar had his doubts. He knew Joseph 
and he knew his consort. But Potiphar found him- 


self ina place where he had to get rid of the slave or : 


get rid of the wife. Perhaps Mrs. Potiphar had in- 
fluential relations, as often happens. The hardest place 
into’ which a man ¢an fall is to be accused by a wo- 
man; © Everybody will believe the woman. A _ bad 
woman can “queer” any man who comes near her — 
and she will when occasion arises. For when a woman 
“lets go,” she hits bottom, and cares for nothing. If 
Samson had: stayed away from Delilah he had not so 
tiserably perished. Some one has wisely said this: 
Well may thy guardian angel suffer thee to lose thy 
locks when’ thou darest willfully te lay thy head in 


_ not.a half bad 


‘for it. 
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the lap of temptation. It is easier to avoid the touch 
of the fair Philistine than to elude her power when 
held in her arms” (Eph. 6: 10-17). Some years ago 
there was.a smal]boy in Philadelphia named Moore- 


- head Delany who lived next door to our aunt and who 


used to go across the street to the home of an older 
boy named “Jim.” Moorehead would usually come 
home crying because the “Jim” boy had hurt him, 
“Now, Moorehead,” said his mother, “Jim is too old 
for you to play with. Stay away from there. If 
nas go again I will have to punish you.” The Jim 

y’s crowd put on a circus. One day Moorehead at 
the supper table seemed to know all about that circus. 
“See here, Moorehead,” said his mother, “didn’t I tell 
you never to go over to Jim’s house again?” “Well, 
mom, I'll tell you how it was: I went over to Jim’s 
house to ask Jim’s mother if Jim was a good boy 
nowadays, and while I was there the performance 
began!” I wonder if you all get the point. 


Our Jails.—The keeper of the prison committed to 
Joseph's hand all the prisoners .. . whatsoever they 
did there, he was the doer of it (v. 22), Fred White, 
Dr. Huston’s English coachman, used to say, “Every 
feller cawn’t own a good ’oss, but every feller knows 
a good ’oss when ’e sees ’im:” And every one knows 
a good man when he sees him. God has planned it 
that goodness shall radiate favor. In some mysterious 
way the goodness of the good man we come in contact 
with influences us. In electrical science we call it in- 
duction. A current in one wire will set something 
going in an adjacent wire. There are folks who make 
us feel that if we could only be in their presence con- 
tinually we would always be good — if we had a supply 
of goodness to start with. It did not take this prison 
keeper, a specialist in jail birds, very long to take 
Joseph’s measure, and Joseph became at once his 
“trusty.” Joseph really was being educated in the 
School of Hard Knocks. As it turned out he was 
now in the graduating class (Isa 48:10; Lam. 3:27; 
Mark 9: 49). I had.a friend who was unjustly sent to 
the Eastern Penitentiary for another’s crime, I called 
upon him there one day. “Ridgway,” said he, “jail is 
; if it were not for the disgrace of 
having been in jail, The food is simple, clean, whole- 
some, .and ; the hours all regular, and I never 
felt better in my life. There is a fine band and or- 
chestra and a splendid library. If I were practicing 
medicine again [he had a doctor before he -went 
into politics], I could cure a lot of my patients by 
simply sending them to this fine jail under McKenney.” 
I have just read in the paper that a certain pugilist is 
“going into training’ for a coming fight. The news- 
paper tells what he must “cut out.” Jail cuts harmful 
things out ‘as effectively as a training table. God had 
‘a big job ahead for Joseph, no less than the saving of 
the race from starvation, and Joseph was in training 
Maybe you are in traming, too, my boy, my 
girl, and the restraint of your present “jail” is your 
blessing. - - 

COATESVILLE, PA, 


ve 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PRINCIPLE OF ADAPTATION.—Both content 
and .method- of teaching must be adapted to the 
capability of the pupil, 











‘HE story of Joseph has three very practical ap- 

plications which may be stressed in adaptation to 
children,- youth, and grown-ups. His fidelity to his 
father manifested itself in obedience; and: in all its 
ramifications this is a lesson much needed by even the 
little tots, although the parents are not to be absolved 
from all blame for the conditions. 

His fidelity to the law of purity is a manifest lesson 
to a generation to whom the so-called “youth move- 
ment” has implications of a freedom that too often 
has little inclination to regard impure relations as a 


a“ 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walrut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
*  @ Copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 4—Jesus Appears to His Disciples (Easter Lesson) 
John 20 : 24 to 21: 28 
2. April 11.—The Story of Creation .,.Genesis 1:1 to 2:25 
3. April 183—The Beginning of Sin............ Genesis 3 : 1-24 
4- April 25.—The Story of Cain and Abel....Genesis 4 :1-26 
5. May 2.—God’s Covenant with Noah, Genesis 5 : 28 to 9 : 29 
6. May g.—Abram and the Kings........... Genesis 14: 1-24 
7. May 16.—Abraham and the Strangers 
Genesis 18 ; 1-8, 16-19 
8. May 23.—Isaac and His Wells........... Genesis 26 : 12-25 
9. May 30—Jacob at Bethel......seccescess Genesis 27 and 2 
10, June 6.—Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34 to 28:9; 32:3 to 33:17 
11. June ’s Fidelity Genesis 39 : 1-33 
12. June 20.—Judah’s Plea....... sse.-Genesis 44:18 to 45:15 
13. June 27.—Review: What We Have Learned from the 
Book of Genesis 
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“great wickedness” and a “sin against God.” What- 
ever form it takes, and the very popular dance is far 
from free from its taint, impurity must be stigma- 
tized as Joseph stigmatized it, and purity of life must 
be held up with the radiance which it had for this 
young Hebrew whose soul was as beautiful as his 
countenance was fair to look upom 

‘Again, his devotion to the interests of the master 
whom he served has outstanding value to adults, a 
large proportion of whom are engaged in occupational 
service of some kind. Fidelity in business relations 
from the office boy up to the president of the great 
corporation is a quality not to be minimized. It is 
true that this lesson may also be applied to certain of 
the youth, as the lesson of purity has certain phases of 
application to the child; in any case the principle of 
adaptation even within the field of the given virtue 
may be utilized. A most important matter not tc be 
overlooked is that not only in purity but in other vir- 
tues Joseph was strong because of his reliance upon 
God. And children are commanded of God to be obe- 
dient to parents and those of us who serve are to do 
it not as men pleasers but as the servants of Christ 
doing the will of God from the heart. Where the 
Christian dynamic is back of industrial relations, there 
will always be fidelity of the Joseph type. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


“ 
The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid. for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet yr Rm the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iMustrations are constantly having to be, rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
INustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the, lesson, 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Mlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


For the lesson of December 109, illustrations 
are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 
Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, ™ 

the Just Judge.” z 


Even Higher.—Sceest thou a.man .. . before kings 
(Golden Text). A man diligent in business shall stand 
before kings; but a man pure in heart shall stand be- 
fore the King of kings.—Sent by the Rev. Guru Manic- 
kam, Woriur, Trichmopoly, S. India, 


Cyrus Hamlin’s Promotion.—Seest thou a man 
diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings ° 
(Golden Text). Ina‘ recent address in Philadelphia, 
Dr. James» M. Gray, of the Moody Bible Institute, 
told a story of Cyrus Hamlin. In his youth he once - 
read in Proverbs, “Seest thou a man ‘diligent in his 
business? he shall stand before kings.” ‘That means 
‘nothing to me,” he mentally commented, “for I live 
in a republic.” But he, too, had purposed in his heart, 
and God made him @ missionary to Turkey. In_a 
time of governmental crisis he was suimmoned before 
the Sultan. As the curtains were drawn aside, and 
he was ushered into the presence of the Turkish sov- 
ereign, the Spirit of ‘God flashed upon his mind. that 
long-forgotten: incident of his youth, and he was 
thrilled! The way to be useful to earthly rulers is 
to be absolutely, unswervingly,; in prosperity’ or ad- 
versity, true to the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
—From The Sunday: School Times.’ Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


Cobbler’s Wax.—Diligent in his business (Golden 
Text). Sir Henry... Brack , a. British. soldier 
with a fine record behind him, wrote a book of his 
reminiscences, When talking to the novelist Trollope 
he said how he envied the imaginative power of the 
novelist. Trollope’s reply was prompt. He said: “Im- 
agination ! My dear fellow, not a bit of it; it is cob- 
bler’s wax.” “Seeing that I was rather puzzled,” writes 
Sir Henry, “he said that. the secret of success was to 
put a lump of cobbler’s wax on your chair, sit on it, 
and stick to it until you had succeeded. He told me’ he 
had written for years before he got paid.”—From the 
Huddersfield Examiner. Sent by W. R. Clark, Red- 
ruth, Eng. 


Lucky.—And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was 
a prosperous man (v. 2). Verse 2, in Tyndale’s trans- 
lation, reads thus: “The Lord was with Joseph and he 
was a luckie fellowe.”—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


The Swiftness of Shining.—And his master saw that 
the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all that 
he did to prosper in his hand (v. 3). Talking doesn’t 
compare with living. Suppose that you were about to 
enter Heaven and stopped to make’a few remarks to 
the people on earth. Suppose that at the same mo- 
ment a sunbeam was leaying the sun and that your 
words and the ray of light had the same distance to 
go to reach the earth. In eight minutes the people 
on the earth would see that stmbeam; but your 
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voice would not reach them for 1,936 min- 
utes, because sound is so much slower 
than light. ‘Yet there are many people 
who would rather talk than shine !—From 
an address by Dr. Henry Howard. Sent 
by Frances E. Siewert, Clay Center, Kan. 
Prize illustration. 


Bunyan and His Jailer.—J ose ph’s mas- 
ter... put him into the prison (v. 20). 
John Bunyan was twenty years in jail. 
It was well known to some of his per- 
secutors that he was often out of prison, 
and they sent an officer to talk with the 
jailer on the subject. In order to dis- 
cover. the fact, the officer was instructed 
to go to the jail in the midnight. Bunyan 
was with his family, and was restless and 
could not sleep. He said to his wife that 
although the jailer had given him liberty 
to stay until the morning he must im- 
mediately return. He did so and the jailer 
blamed him for coming at such an un- 
seasonable time. Early in the morning 
the officer came and asked the jailer, 
“Are all the prisoners safe?” “Yes!” “Is 
John Bunyan here?” “Yes!” “Let me 
see him.” He was called and appeared 
and all was welk After the officer was 
gone, the jailer said to Bunyan, “Well, 
you may go out again just when you 
think proper, for you know when to re- 
turn better than I can tell you.”—From 
the Biblical Illustrator. Sent by the Rev. 
Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, 
S. India. 


Wky He Was Set Free.—And he was 
there in the prison (v. 20). But he was 
doing the will of God. Bishop Charles H. 
Fowler says: “A native preacher in Mex- 
ico was sent to his work. The priest had 
him arrested and put in jail. There in 
the court, or inner patio, he mingled dur- 
ing the days with the other prisoners and 
preached the Gospel to them. Nearly a 
score were converted under his prison 
ministry. When the priest came on his 
monthl ministry to celebrate mass, these 
refused to join in the service. The priest 
was in a strait, not knowing what to do, 
but finally had the preacher turned out 
as his only chance to protect his im- 
prisoned members.”—Sent by W. Thor- 
burn Clark, Dwmbarton, Va. 


words in this lesson occurs four times. 
It is the secret of the fidelity of Joseph, 
the secret of his success, the secret of his 
power. I wonder if you can tell what 
that expression is. Yes, “Jehovah was 
with him.” It was through God’s pres- 
ence and blessing that Joseph was able to 
do such a tremendous amount of hard 
work, It was through the presence and 
protecting care of Jehovah that Joseph 
was able to stand firm in the midst of 
severe temptation no matter what the con- 
sequences might seem to be. What an 
awful struggle it must be for those who 
do not know God to meet the demands of 
life both in work and in times of great 
temptation! Let us be thankful today 
that we do not have to meet these occa- 
sions alone. If we stand for what we 
know is right in the. strength that God 
gives us, then we need to have no fear 
of the consequences. The Lord is al- 
ways seeking men who are willing to put 
themselves in his hands, and the results 
are simply wonderful — beyond anything 
that many of us have supposed God would 
do for us. Let us commit our ways to 
him, and let him bring things to pass. 
Let us ask him now to do for us all 
that we need in living the life that his 
servants ought to live. Let us pray. 





JEHOVAH WITH {37"" 
BE FAITHFUL 











w 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Have you?” 

“I only need to trust Him more.” 
“Sail on!” 

“My soul, be on thy guard.” 
“Trusting Jesus, that is all.” 
“Only trust Him.” 

“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 





The God of No Mistakes.—But the 
Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison (v, 21). A 
young business man who had been se- 
verely tested, and whose heart was again 
and again tempted to rebellion during the 

rocess Of trial to which his life was sub- 
jected, came to a Christian worker. His 
motherless babes, two and five years old, 
clung one to either hand. Though still in 
his early thirties his hair was snow white 
froth the hours of anguish through which 
he had passed. An income of twenty 
thousand dollars a Ft had gone. His 
capital, too, was all swept away. His 


home was gone, his car was for sale., 


Stripped of everything but the two loved 
children that hung to each of his strong 
hands, the big, broad-shouldered young 
father, towering over six feet in the 
strength of a capable manhood, looked 
steadfastly at the worker and said, “In 
looking back upon ‘my\sufferings I find 
that God makes no mistakes.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by W. Has- 
lam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


oe 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the fidelity of men whose 
life stories stand out in shining radiance in 
thy Word. We thank thee for the life of thy 
servant Joseph, and we pray thee that his 
faithfulness may be a vivid reminder to us 
of the faithfulness that we ought to exercise 
in the midst of many duties, and in the face 
of severe temptation. We have learned in 
thy Word the secret of that faithfulness. 
We know that it was because of thy presence 
with Joseph that he could be so greatly used 
in the midst of many difficulties. We pray 
that thou wilt be with us moment by moment 
in the midst of our tasks and our testings. 
May we realize thy presence so keenly that 
we shall not be foolishly trusting to our own 
strength, but resting confidently:in thee as 
we meet the testing times within and without. 
We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


“God Loveth the Righteous” (224 : 1-4). 
Psalm 112: 1-7. 

“Delight Thyself in the Lord” (83 : 1-3). 
, Psalm 37 : 1-9 

“Above Thee Watching” (256 : 3, 4, 11). 


Psalm 121 : 1-8. 
“The Lord’s Salvation” (168 ;: 1-3). 


Psalm 8s : 7-13. 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: God wanted a man. 

Discussion: What are the occasions in 
a fellow’s life today which make it diffi- 
cult to be trite to Jesus Christ? What is 
the best first thing to do when thus con- 
fronted by temptation? 

Objective: “Having done all, to stand” 
(Eph. 6 : 13). 














AY, fellows, God needed a man. He 


MAY 29, 1926 


—thrust into prison as a-diréct result of 
one of the most remarkable iristances of 
fidelity to: Ged on record. Many a: fel- 
low would. have said; - “Well, that’ settles 
it; I have been true to God in this heathen 
land; I have suffered mahy things because 


customs of the people; I have now found 
even my virtue to be the occasion of im- 
prisonment and God permits it—I give 
up!” Not so Joseph. The closing prison 
door merely opened to him a new way 
to show his fidelity. And it became: the 
entrance to the king’s palace; to the sec- 
ond place in the kingdom; and, best of 
all, to the honored place in God's -great 


didn’t need a genius nor a cultured | scheme. 


man, nor an athlete. Not wealth, nor 
skill, nor cunning. He wanted a man. 
There was a unique position to fill—an 
unusual task to perform No position 
or task had ever been like it in the world 
—and none since. God wanted simply a 
man on whom he could depend. He did 
not require a Jubal for music, nor a 

l-cain to work out designs in brass. 
He needed not a Saul, head and shoulders 
above his fellows, nor even a David who 
could sing, nor a Paul who could preach 
and write. God wanted just a plain, sim- 
ple soul who was absolutely trustworthy 
at all times and under all circumstances, 
whether he be found among friends or 
foes, in palace or in prison, in poverty or 
with the world’s wealth at his command. 
Sucfi a man was Joseph. 

I cannot find that Joseph had one sin- 
gle accomplishment as the world views a 
man. He could dream. But a practical 
world looked at him and scornfully re- 
marked: “Behold, this dreamer cometh!” 
His boyhood dreams only got him into 
trouble. But he was loyal to God. Jo- 
seph’s conception of life was that wher- 
ever he happened to be there was the place 
to be true to a trust and true to Jehovah. 
If you doubt that, read Genesis 39:9. I 
was Joseph’s fidelity which won God’s 
favor, and whatever he undertook to do 
succeeded. Everybody noticed it and mar- 
veled. They said, “What is it about this 
young fellow that seems to crown with 
success every effort he makes?” Poti- 
phar, his master, was quick to see that 
“the Lord made all that he did to pros- 
per,” and clever Potiphar entrusted all 
his' household interests and his private 
business into young Joseph’s hands. 

But God had a final test for Joseph 
before bringing him into the large place 
of honor he had waiting for him. Joseph 
was thrust into prison on a false charge 





ESCAPE 
Rom. 6: 1-13 








After the Lesson.—One phrase of four 
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QTim.2:22 
T Pet. 2:1 
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THE ONLY THING TO DO 


e 

So, fellows, Joseph brings us a price- 
less life secret. Its- title is fidelity 
—the fidelity that never surrendered — 
the fidelity that is only fanned into fiercer 
heat or made the more rigid by adversity. 
You may not be brilliant, nor cultured, 
nor skillful at anything; but if you have 
a backbone that will stand up for God 
and his Truth when every ally has fallen 
and the enemy crowds close in upon you, 
you may be sure there’s something worth 
while just ahead which will make you glad 
if you did not fail. God needs a man 
now. He needs a man for a peculiar 
and honored task, for every fellow who 
is in the making. And it may be—yes, 
in all probability, that your last worst 
ditch is but the secret way into the palace. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Temptation “day by day.” 

2. “He left his garment ... and fied.” 
3 “Jehovah was with Joseph.” 











L plainly with this plain story 
with your young girls. You will not 
be revealing to them any of the sinfulness 
of life with which they are not already 
familiar through the suggestiveness of the 
movies, magazines, and books they touch 
daily —by advertisement, if not other- 
wise. There seems to be no complete es- 
cape for any of us from these devilish 
nets. But you will be able through this 
Bible story to reveal to them God's atti- 
tude toward such sin, and this they almost 
never get through any other source! Our 
young people would not so readily excuse 
sin in themselves and in others if they 
more often heard it called by its own ugty 
names, and looked it thus squarely in 
the face in their own thinking — stripped 
of all its beguiling trappings. Psychology 
and sociology and psycho-analysis have 
given us many terms for sin that have 
imade it acceptable in polite thinking as 
well as in polite speech today. 

1. Most of us, young girls included, can 
meet the single and sudden temptation 
with what we may call emergency moral 
courage —and then look back and won- 
der that we did, or how we did! But to 
meet that repeated, alluring, intriguing, 
day-by-day invitation with steady resist- 
ance, so that when the supreme hour of 
its strength arrives we find enough 
strength against it to resist —that is an- 
other and a far harder test! And that 
was Joseph’s terrible test in the house 
of his master in Egypt. Read carefully 
and fully every word of this chapter, and 
you will see that this “comely and well- 
favored” young Hebrew never yielded once 
to the soft persuasions of his (doubtless) 
beautiful temptress, whose word of com- 
mand he was bound to obey. Was ever 
a harder test put to any young man? 


2. But there is another fact in this story 
your girls will do well to consider. Joseph 
at last had to meet this temptress by run- 
ning away from her, leaving every other 
consideration for this one of supreme im- 
portance. There are times when turning 
one’s back upon temptation is the only 
true courage, and Joseph knew when that 
time came in his life. He knew that he 
was losing every worldly good when he 
fled from that wicked woman, but he also 
knew that only so could he save what was 
worth keeping in his life. He who would 





save his best life must often lose all else. 


of refusal to fall in with the manners and- 



































_ Joseph is, 


‘Joseph and deceived their father. 


Lesson for June 13 


Genesis 39 : 1-33 


3. We read that “Jehovah was with 
Joseph” many times in his biography, but 
we would not read it a single time after 


. Genesis 39:7 unless we could also read 
«verses 8 through 12. N. 
. this for the first time in verses 2 and 3, 


Notice that we read 


as well as that Jehovah was with Joseph’s 
master for Joseph’s sake, before that hour 


-of his. great temptation. We read it 


again of Joseph in verse 21, but never 
again of Joseph’s master’s house. This 


. was both. the secret of Joseph’s strength 
, as well as his reward for resisting tempta- 


tion. He knew against Whom he would 
be sinning, and said so to his temptress, 
recognizing to. what a “great wickedness” 
she was tempting him. -.Was he even try- 
ing to save her as well as himself from 
this sin? 

Home Study : 


Count the times God is mentioned in 
Joseph’s biography (Gem 39 to 50). 

Decatur, GA. 

. ae 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ONTINUE the story of Jacob, so 
that the class may understand who 
After coming back to the 
homeland, Jacob went to Bethel where 


_ God appeared to him when he first left 


home. Here God talked to Jacob again 
and promised to give the land to him 
and to his descendants, renewing to him 
the promise already given to Abraham 
and Isaac. 

After this Jacob, with his large house- 
hold, journeyed on to Hebron where 
Isaac lived. On the way Rachel, his best 
beloved wife, died; and his aged father 
died after he reached home. We are sure 
Isaac was much happier when he saw the 
great change in Jacob and the reconcil- 
jation between the two brothers. 

After the death of Isaac, according to 


_. the birthright and the blessing, Jacob in- 


herited all the great possessions of his 
father and dwelt in the land of promise 
with his large family of twelve sons and 
a daughter. Among. all of these Jacob 
loved Joseph best: There may have been 
several reasons for this. Joseph’s mother 
died while he was still a child, and per- 
haps Jacob felt that the little motherless 
boy needed special love from his father. 
Joseph was an obedient, thoughtful son, 
and perhaps. gave his father less trouble 
than the others. Still it does not seem 


‘wise or kind to make the princely coat 


for Joseph, and not give the same kind to 
his brothers, for even if they were not 
like. Joseph, they needed his love. 

Joseph was a strong, beautiful char- 
acter, and yet he may Have done wrong, 
too, sometimes. We cannot see that it 
did any good for him to teH his father 
of the wrong-doing of his brothers, and 
it made his brothers hate him. Talk with 
the class a little on the habit of telling 
on each other, showing that it is much 
more manly or brave to confess one’s own 
fault than to tell of the wrong-doings of 
others. Still this did not excuse his 
brothers, for they were grown men, and 
knew they were doing wrong. 

Tell the class of Joseph’s dreams, and 
how, although they caused his brothers 
to hate him. more than ever, those same 
brothers helped to make the dreams come 
true. Let the children tell the story of 
the father sending the beloved son to find 
his brothers and how the brothers god 

a 
Jacob ever deceived his father? How did 
the brothers feel when they saw their 
aged father’s grief, and thought of their 
younger brother, homesick and lonely on 
the weary march to Egypt? The chil- 
dren will enjoy a description of a cara- 
van of traders with their camels carry- 
ing burdens of fragrant spices, balm, and 
myrrh, then adding to their wares this 
bright, -handsome Hebrew boy. 

No : doubt Joseph was homesick and; 
wondered how his dreams could ever 
come true since now he was a slave. But 
God was with him-and he would not 
worry. 

The merchants. sold Joseph again when 
they reached Egypt. His purchaser was: 
a great man named Potiphar who soon 
found how true was his young slave. 
Potiphar put Joseph over his -whole house 
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and its affairs, while he attended to the 
king’s- business. was. with Joseph 
still, and even blessed the Egyptian for his 
sake. But one day Potiphar’s wife told 
a wicked lie about the faithful Hebrew 
slave.and Joseph was put into prison. But 
God went with him to prison and made 
him to prosper even there, for the keeper 
of the prison put everything into his 
hands and Joseph was carefree and happy 
because he.trusted in God and obeyed him, 
The heart that trusts forever sings 
And feels as light as it had wings; 
A well of peace within it springs 
Come: good or ill; 
Whate’er today, tomorrow brings, 
It is his will. 


Cuinton, S. C. 
me 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of June 6) 

1. About twenty-one years, instead of the 
“few days” his mother had promised him 
(Gen. 27 : 42-45). 

2.In Haran in the home of Laban, 
mother’s brother. 

3. He returned to find his mother dead. She 
had died without ever again seeing this son 
of her favoring love. So much had this un- 
principled scheming done for mother and son. 

4. Near Mahanaim in Gilead, on the east of 
Jordan. 

s. He feared meeting Esau. 

6. He had deprived Esau of his birthright 
and of his blessing. 

7. He prayed for deliverance. 


his 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
[ aemee of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Josern’s Fioetiry 





~ 











Vs. 21-23. 


with his brother. 





_ 8,.First by the great change in his own 
heart, and then by a change wrought in Esau. 

9. The unfairness of Laban and the direc- 
tion of the Lord moved him to go. 


10. All the evidence points to vengeance (see 
Gen. 27 : 36-42; 32:6, 7). 

11, Very much more of a bargain was this 
transaction than a case of spontaneous for- 
giveness—in keeping with several other bar- 
gains Jacob had made before this! Jacob 
bought Esau’s “forgiveness” with five sepa- 
rate flocks and herds from his own abundant 
wealth, and Esau accepted them and “forget” 
his anger when Jacob “urged” him to take 
the animals, “and he took it”—this peace- 
price from his rich brother. 


12. Jacob gained nét only a peaceable en- 
trance ‘into the land of his nativity, instead 


‘| of destruction at. the hands of his still. angry 


brother and his armed band, but also the op- 
portunity to increase in that land unmolested 
by his alienated brother—a right good re- 
turn upon his investment! 


13. Esau, true to the character of his youth, 
looked only at the immediate, material gain — 
which was‘all he got out of this last bargain 
ven so, a bargained or 
bought peace was better than strife. 

14. The time that had elapsed, the presents 
of Jacob, the divine influence. 


15. Jacob had at last-learned to. depend upon 
God rather than upon himself—at least to 
admit that he must have the blessing of God 
in his life. He had lost some of his self-suf- 
ficiency. His concern for the women and chil- 
dren — some of his sons were still children, 
Joseph being but a-little child at this time — 
and even for the young among his beasts, re- 
veals that streak of true tenderness which 
beautifies Jdcob’s otherwise ‘unlovely nature 
throughout his life story. 

16. Joseph’s forgiveness of his ten older 
brothers, who had sold him into slavery in 
his early youth was truly prompted by love, 
for he had nothing to gain by this reconcilia- 
tion, but only an added burden to carry —in 
the care of his whole family —as he proved 
through all the years in which he sustained 
them in Egypt. He had suffered the wrong — 
he offered hts loving forgiveness to those who 
had wronged him. 

17. Proverbs 16:: 6-9. 


18. No. .But God in his plan makes use of 
imperfect servants; who in spite of their im- 
perfections struggle on to serve. 


19. His prayer program. 
20. Jacob’s wrestle at Jabbok with the angel. 








Children at Home 








-A Walk With Spring 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
N A sun-warmed bank in the beech- 


wood -I lay and looked up at a blue, 


blue sky through a tracery of silver gray 
boughs. The hillside beyond me was all 
bleached gold from the poverty grass 
waving in the wind. Back of it the woods 
stretched like-a great Daghestan rug, ‘a 
carpet of ash. grays; umber, slate violet, 
and soft browns, with not much green 
yet among their somber colorings. Yet 
spring had come. 

The night before I had heard a little 
owl give the love call of his kind, — that 
soft, happy croon so different from his 
usual wailing little cry, and this morn- 
ing suddenly from among the leafless 
trees a white-breasted nuthatch sang his 
spring song. All winter long I had heard 
him grunt cheerily, “Yank, yank, yank,” 
as he crept up and down the stark limbs 
searching for insects in crevices of the 
bark. Today he sat idly athwart a bough 
and sang his one song which he saves 
for spring, “Quee, quee, quee.” 

It has only one note repeated over and 
over, but he is very proud -of it, and 
after each-_ ringing strain always stops 
and bobs his head approvingly as if he 
were saying to himself, “Some song!” 

As if this were not enough to convince 
me that she was waiting for me, across 


| the hills came a single high,-sweet note, 


and I knew .that. spring’s choristers, the 
hylas, were out. It was the first warm 
day of an icy month and I-had highly re- 
solved -to spend every moment of it out 
of doors. 

As I turned into a little path that leads 
to Fox Valley from old Darby Road, 
which began to run in 1701 and is still 
going strong, I saw a black and ruffianly 
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band of crows baiting a female, broad- 
winged hawk perched in the top of a 
white oak tree. One by one they would 
swing through the air close to her head 
using language which no respectable hawk 
ought to hear, and making futile pecks 
and dabs at the empty air as they went 
by, to illustrate what they would do to 
her if they dared. Finally she spread 
her short, broad wings_and sailed indig-- 
nantly away to the woods beyond, where 
later on I found her nest of sticks in a 
crotch. of a white oak tree sixty feet 
from the ground. 
. If it had been her grim, swift relative, 
the Cooper’s hawk, the crows would never 
have taken any‘such chances. I once saw 
one of that breed speed straight through 
an enormous flock of crows without pay- 
ing them the least attention, and they 
fairly tumbled over themselves to get out 
of the way, too frightened even to caw. 
Down in the deep sword-slash between 
two round hills which I have named Fox 
Valley, as I followed the little stream 
which begins with a great spring beside 
which a family of foxes have their home, 
I heard a snatch of lovely song and 
caught a glimpse of gray and tawny, the 
colors of the fox sparrow., With his, 
spotted breast and tawny back, this largest 
of the sparrows might easily be taken 
for a small thrush. Some day I am going 
to journey to the Magdalen Islands and 
find his nest and hear him sing his full 
song, the sweetest of all his great fam- 


ily. 

Then a red-winged blackbird drawled 
“Conk-a-ree” down among the wet mead- 
ows, and overhead a turkey buzzard 
tacked and veered on motionless black, 
fringed wings. Both of them were new 
arrivals for me for this year. 

The month had been too freezing cold 
to expect to find many flowers out, but 
down in the marsh where the wogdcock 
and the bittern stop on their way @ -th, 
the curved, crimson-lake horn of the 
skunk cabbage with its green gold lining 
showed above the withered grass, always 
the first flower of the year. 

As I fellowed a winding path through 
a magnificent grove of beeches and oaks 
and tulip poplars, I heard a soft, sweet 
warble which I could not identify. It 
seemed to be all around among the trees, 
but for a long time I could get no glimpse 
of the singers. Finally one came into 
view on a little limb fifty feet away, and 
as I focused my field glasses upon him, I 
caught the rich rose-red gleam on head 
and back of the purple finch, the first 
flock I had found there for many years. 

Then when I crossed Fox Brook on the 
stepping stones, a tiny bird darted like 
a mouse along the bank and like a mouse 
disappeared in a crevice among the leaves, 
I crept up to within two feet of the spot 
and a moment later out popped a tiny 
winter wren. He cocked his ridiculous 
short tail, and bobbed two or three times 
affably. His color was a dark mottled 
brown with black about his head and face, 
and he is the second smallest of all the 
five wrens, only the little short-billed 
marsh wren being tinier. 

Later in the day along a bank of wild 
honeysuckle I heard the wild, ringing song 
of the Carolina wren which wears a white 
line above his eyes and is the largest of 
his family. 

Purple grackles creaked, and portly 
robins in their red waistcoats chirped, as 
I reached at last the deserted railroad line 
that follows the winding Darby Creek. 

I walked gingerly across a wide trestle, 
wondering as always what I would do if 
just as I reached the middle of it a train 
should come whirling around the bend. 
Fortunately for me it has been many a 
long year since trains have run on that 
road, and I reached Blacksnake Den 
safely and-found there the first mourning- 
cloak butterfly of the year waiting to wel- 
come me. All winter it had hibernated, 
and now today spread out its fringed 
cloak of wine-red velvet edged with cream- 
yellow with a row of blue spots along the 
outermost border, to be admired. 

The “Den” was only a rocky bank of 
the railroad cut where I had found long 
ago that a thriving family of blacksnakes 
made their home. In spite of the warm 
sunshine, I had about decided that the cold 
of the month would keep them all abed 
until April, when suddenly in the with- 
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ered grass far up the slope I caught sight }- 


of the motjonless figure of a dull, smooth 
black color. 

Hastily clambering up I soon stood over 
the first snake of the year. He had a dab 
of clay on his head and was about four 
feet long, a male, as shown by his pointed 
tail. .He was still very sluggish, and did 
not even hiss when I raised him up to 
measure him, only thrusting out his black 
forked tongue several times inquiringly as 
he regarded me with his lidless golden 


eyes. I put him back into the hole in the 
bank from which he had_ evidently 
crawled, in case some other passerby 


might not be so friendly. 

The western sky was a mass of liquid 
gold with shoals of tiny gray clouds show- 
ing here and there as I turned homeward, 
and the last bird I heard in the valley as 
I left it was the clear, liquid fluted note 
of a pink-beaked little field sparrow sing- 
ing in the twilight, my first one of. the 
year, 

I was nearly home when I heard the 
last bird of the day. From a faraway 
tree came the note of the mourning dove. 
“Ah woe, woe, woe,” he called as if 
deeply grieved that so long and happy a 
day had finally come to an_end. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 20. How Much of a Goal Should Money 
Be? Matt. 6 :a9-24, 33. 

June 27. What May Japan and Korea Expect 
from Christianity? Micah 6:6-8. (Mis- 
sionary -meeting.) 

July 4. My Country: Its Past, Present, and 
Future, Psa. 33 : 1-22, (Consecration meet- 
ing.) 

July 11. 
mility? 


What Does Jesus Teach About Hu- 
Matt. 18 : 1-14. 
Sunday, June 13 


How to Get Things Done 
(Neh. 1: 1-3; 3: 28; 4:1-6, 16-23) 








Mon.—Plan things (Num. 1 : 1-4; 2:1, 2). 
Tues.—Pray (Luke 18 ¢ 1-8). 

Wed.—Work (Rom. 1 : 8-16). 
Thurs.—Co-operate (Ezra 5:1, 2). 
Fri.—Enlist new workers (Acts 16: 1-8). 
Sat.—Encourage others (Exod. 14 : 10-14). 











How may we find things to do? 
How does prayer help us to do things? 
How can we help others to find tasks to do? 


Tt. Biblical Teacher tells about a girl 
who was the youngest of a large fam- 
ily. “Nobody seems to want me,” said 
the girl; “I am a cripple and in every- 
body’s way.” As she spoke she was 
passing a bookseller’s shop, and her eyes 
fell upon an open Bible and particularly 
the words, “The Lord hath need of him,” 
caught her vision. She carefully re- 
membered the reference and searched it 
out at home. “Jesus once needed a don- 
key,” she said, “so perhaps he wants me 
—a cripple — I'll ask him.” ‘Forty years 





afterward, a lame Bible woman died, be- 
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Genesis and Yourself 








The Book of Beginnings Speaks 
To the World of Today 








By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times 


G. Genesis has a message for the Twentieth Century that can be 
found in no other book of the Bible. @ A Christian layman tried 
reading it through slowly, in his «« Morning Watch” in the earliest 
hour of each day ; and he was so surprised and gripped by the in- 
tensely personal and spiritual character of its message that he kept 


a notebook on its meaning to him. 


G The results of that simple 


study are given in this book, in the hope that these «« Messages for 
the Morning Watch’’ may bring to others the devotional blessing 


that they brought to one. 
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loved by hundreds, and blessed by God in 
her work. The Bible woman was once 
the crippled girl. 


May it not be said that Christians can 
be divided into three types, those who 
shirk or neglect their responsibilities, on 
one pretext or another; those who con- 
tinually attempt to carry more work than 
they can possibly perform well; and 
those who go along day after day, with- 
out hurry or excitement, yet conscien- 
tiously doing well the work that the Lord 
gives them to do? 

Have you ever stopped to think that 
the secret of work for our Lord is sim- 
ply asking him what to do, and then do- 
ing what he tells you? As the crippled 
girl exclaimed, “Perhaps he wants me — 
Vl ask him.” s 


We know from Ephesians 2:10 that 
God has created us for good works, and 
that it is his will that we should walk in 
them. Is it not reasonable then that we 
should go to him to learn what the work 
is and get instructions for doing it? 

Satan would endeavor to keep us, if 
possible, from doing just this thing. He 
would lead us to think that there is noth- 
ing we can do, that we have no talents 
that the Lord can use or that we are not 
particularly fitted for any of his work. 
Yet when the Lord Jesus Christ was call- 
ing Peter back to service after the res- 
urrection, the only qualification he re- 
quired was love. If we can truly say 
with our hearts that we love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we have the only qualifi- 
cation for service that he needs. He will 
see to it that we are placed in the work 
that we can do, and that we are equipped 
as we go forward in his will for what- 
ever task he may set before us. 


If Satan cannot trip us by leading us 
to think that we cannot do anything for 
Christ he will often trick us into taking 
on more work than the Lord Jesus Christ 
intends us to do. One thing we may 
be sure of, Christ will never assign us 
more work than we have time to do. As 
soon as we find ourselves in the place of 
having more work than we can possibly 
accomplish, we should ask first whether 
we have taken on that which was not 
of him, or whether we are wasting time, 
or failing to do in his way the work that 
he has assigned. 

Nehemiah illustrates the right princi- 
ple for getting things done for the Lord. 
After he had heard that the wall of 
Jerusalem was broken down and the 
gates burned with fire (Neh. 1:3), then 
it was that he sat down and wept and 
mourned and fasted and prayed before 
God (Neh. 1:4). And what a prayer it 
was! The confession of the sin of the 
children of Israel, the acknowledgment 
of their disobedience, and the claiming of 
God’s promise for restoration if they 
would turn to him. Then it was, in re- 
sponse tc Nehemiah’s prayer for mercy 
in the sight of the king, that God moved 

e heart of Artaxerxes to let Nehemiah 
return to rebuild the wall, and not only 
gave the permission, but sent with him 
letters to the governors, and a guard of 
horsemen for protection. 

It was when Nehemiah told the rulers 
down at Jerusalem of God’s promises, 
and showed them from what the king 
had done that God was with him, that 
their hands were strengthened for the 
work. Then it was that all the people 
had a mind to work. 


Do we not often try to do God’s work 
in just the opposite way? We insist on 
selecting it ourselves, we determine how 
we are going to do it, then we ask God 
to bless our efforts. A Chinese convert 
once said,-in commenting on Christian 
work, “I am struck with the way in 
which Christian men are taken_up with 
the idea of using the Lord, instead of 
with the idea of letting the Lord use 
them.” 

we 


How then, can we help others to find 
tasks to do? There is only one way, 
and that is by helping them to know the 
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Lord Jesus Christ in such a way that he 
can show them. We do not’ dare pre- 
scribe for others what .the Lord’s work 
may be for them. All too many trage- 
dies in Christian work have come from 
conscientious Christians endeavoring to 
tell other Christians what the Lord 
wanted them to do. The Lord never 
promises to reveal to any of us what his 
plans are for another, and it is-only as 
we help others to know Christ and how 
to ascertain his will, that we can help 
them in any way to find out what his 
work for them is. 


Am I sure that I know what the Lord 
would have me do? 


What am I doing that is not included in 
that plan? 


What am I not doing that his plan for my 
life calls for? 
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The Work of the Keswick 


Ladies Auxiliary 


‘co Keswick Ladies Auxiliary is ac- 
, tively continuing its work for Ameri- 
ca’s Keswick. For the past year or more 
it has been adding to the supply of towels, 
bureau scarfs, bedding, silverware, dishes, 
furniture, kitchen supplies, and the like. 
Some of the larger things which have 
been accomplished are the purchase of an 
oil stove, stationary tubs for the laundry, 
134 yards of linoleum for the floors, and 
shades for Victory Hall, Homestead, 
and Bethesda buildings, and 88 yards of 
table linen. We praise God for the pray- 
erful interest of those who have made 
these things possible. 

The summer conferences are facing 
us, ‘and there are some urgent needs we 
are praying will be met. New, comfort- 
able beds are needed for Victory Hall, 
and a large household size refrigerator is 
required for the pantry in Raws Memo- 
rial building. 

Other needs are one or two carpet 
sweepers, crumb trays, bedspreads, sheets, 
tablecloths, cups, saucers, tumblers, waste- 
baskets, towel racks for rooms, table 
and shelf oilcloth, tea towel racks, bath 
mats, mattress pads, pillow coverings, tea 
towels, face towels, turkish towels. 

Will Sunday School Times readers 
who are interested in this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard pray that these needs 
will be met before the summer’s work 
begins ? 

Gifts of materials may be sent to Mrs. 
Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 

Any gifts of money for the work of 
the Auxiliary may be sent to Mrs. Charles 
- — Treasurer, Haddonfield, 

oe 


Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., June 26 to July 2.—Student 
Conference. Meals and room for conference 
period, $r5. Registration fee, $3 additional. 

Keswick, N. J., July 10 to 18.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room for con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 addi- 
tional, 

Keswick, N. J., July 24 to August 1.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. Meals and room for 
conference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 
additional. 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August $ 
to 15.—Victorious Life Conference. For rates 
and information addiess Mrs. C, F. Groth, 
12314 Ingomar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Keswick, N. J. August 21 to 29.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals-.and room for con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 ad- 
ditional. 





Except as noted above, all applications for 
accommodations should be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Reserva-~ 
tions cannot be made unless accompanied by 
registration fee. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 
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“Gull Lake Bible Conference July 3rd to Aug. 15th, 
- For-programs write D. J. De Pree, Zeeland, Michigan. 


Lesson for June 13 


. Genesis 39 : 1-33 
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Subsctintion Rates 


- The Sunday School Times is pub- 
’ lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able- in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States. and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
‘These rates include -postage.. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address; $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a’ subscription delivered: in the United 

- States» because of: the -higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian ‘subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday Schcol Times will be sent to 
any. of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one  yéar, $2.50; “five of 





more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one. address, $2-.each. per. year. 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


A Grateful Acknowledgment 


EARLY seven years have passed 

since the writer began his pleasant 
weekly task of preparing the comments 
on the daily readings in this department. 
There was no word of solicitation or sug- 
gestion on his part that anything should 
ever be said about the Great Commission 
Prayer League, and yet once every month 
through these years, in a note at the top 
of the department, the Editor has gener- 
ously called attention to and asked prayer 
for the League. Other editors might 
have done the same— we don’t know — 
but we do know that The Sunday School 
Times treats its contributors (and its 
subscribers, too) in the most magnani- 
mous fashion. Is it any wonder that it 
has so loyal a family of readers, and that 
it is so easy on the. latter’s part to pray 
for the paper and all its interests? May 
the Lord fulfill to The Sunday School 
Times his gracious promise of Proverbs 
11:25, and of Luke 6:38! We are sure 
he will. 


June 7 to 13 
Mon.—Genesis 39 : 1-6, 19-23. Joseph’s Fidelity. 

“The Lord was with Joseph”; “the 
Lord was with him” Each expression 
occurs twice in today’s reading; each 
expression, once in Joseph’s_ prosperity 
(vs. 2, 3), and each once in his adversity 
(vs, 21, 23). Equally in prosperity and 
in adversity, “He hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13: 
5). How unlike man! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Moody Bible Institute’s new broadcasting 
ministry (Sunday 3 to 4 and 6 to 7 P. M.; 
Tuesday, 11 to 12. A.M. and 9 to 10 P. M.; 
Friday, 11 to 12 A. M. and 8 to 9 P. M. 
Station, WENR; wave length, 266 
meters; operating power, 1,000 watts): 
Pray that the Holy. Spirit may be m 
every message. 

Tues.—Job 2:1-10. Job’s Testing. 

Few, if any, are ever tested. beyond 
Job: “None like him in the.earth, a per- 
fect and an upright man,”..yet bereaved 
of his children, robbed of his property, 
deprived of his health, upbraided by his 
wife, condemned by his friends; never- 
theless he sinned not “with his lips,” and 
afterward went lower still (42:6), 
wherefore the great reward (42: 7-17). 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
Sudan Interior Mission (296 Garfield 
Place, Brooklyn, N..Y.). “The proper 
placing of new workers for most effective 
service requires great wisdom.’ Pray that 
wisdom “from -above” may be given for. 
this and for every board, 

Wed.—Psalm 73 : 11-18. 
Tempted by Prosperity. 

Yesterday we saw the “latter end” 
(Job 42:12) of one who relied upon God; 
today we see the “end” (v. 17) of those 
who rely upon their riches. In the former 
case, when the riches were taken. away, 
God remained, and even restored. the 
riches. In the latter case, nothing re- 
ag but judgment and “destruction” (v. 
18). 

Prayer Succestions: The Christian 
(London, Eng.), one of Great Britain’s 
best known religious newspapers, says: 
“The cause of Family Prayer is once 
more coming to- the front.” And that 
paper is one which constantly and consist- 
ently advocates family worship. ‘Pray for 
all such papers, and that their number 
may be increased. 

Thurs.—Jeremiah 35: 1-16. Temptéd by ‘Wine. 

Joseph, Job, Jonadab’s sons, “whether 
tempted by women (Gen. 39: 7-12;. Job 
2:9) or wine (Jer. 35: 
the temptation ; and likewise stood true 
in both prosperity and. adversity, for their 
reliance was upon God (see 2: Pet. 2:9), 
How different those whose reliance’ is 
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upon. material things! 


+ evangelical papers, 


), withstood: 


PRAYER eran Pray for alt 
faith mission 
boards, alt Gospel oF ‘on the air,” 
all Christian societies and agencies, and all 
who are engaged in Bible distribution or 
in the propagation of the Gospel. Pray 
by name for such foreign fields and for- 
eign missionaries as ‘you feel SPECIALLY 
need prayer. 


Fri.—Matthew 4 : 1-11, 
The Temptation of Jesus. 


“It is written’ (v. 4), “It is written” 
(v. 7), “It is written” (v. 10). This is 
how Jesus overcame, by the skillful use 
of “the sword of the Spirit.” But when 
we do not provide the Spirit with his 
rightful sword, is it ahy wonder that we 
are overcome rather than the enemy? If 
you would know how Jesus was provided, 
read Luke 2: 39, 40, 51, 52; also Deuter- 
onomy 6: 6-9. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
tempted everywhere, especially for those 
who may be on the threshold of being led 
into temptation for the. first time. Pray 
for the children and young people of your 
neighborhood. If the youth of America 
ever needed earnest prayer and loving 
counsel, they need it today. 


Sat.—Ephesians 6: 10-20. _ 
Prepared Against Temptation. 

“Put on the whole armour.” Whose? 
Not the armor which the Devil would 
provide; duplicity, self-righteousness, 
strife, questioning, self-sufficiency, and the 
many ks of men; but God’s armor of 
truth and righteousness, and peace, and 
faith, and salvation, and the Word of 
God. Put on Christ! 

Prayer SuccesTions: Pray for those 
for whom prayer is seldom or-never asked 
in this department; for those for_whom 
“nobody prays’; for those whom no one 
suspects of carrying almost intolerable 
secret burdens. Pray for the outwardly 
merry but secretly sad and lonely. 


Sun.—Prov. 4: 10-18 Avoiding Temptation, 


Some temptations can be _ avoided; 
others cannot. God gives grace to over- 
come the latter, if having put on the 

“whole armour” we trust him for it, but 
he does not give grace to overcome those 
temptations into which we deliberately or 
willfully run. .Couple Psalm 1:1 with 
verse 14, and take heed. Commit to mem- 
ory verse 23. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: 
the old familiar song, 
Temptation,” and then once more pray for 
the greatly tried and tempted, also for 
those who have been defeated. -Pray for 
the self-righteous who. .are “never 
tempted.” Pray for the boys and girls 


Find ‘and sing 


home last week, or this week, from col- 
lege. Pray for all who need loving inter- 
cession. 


“Yield Not to 
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For Tent and Tabernacle Seating 





Use DEAL SEAT ENDS 


(Patents Pending) 


Utilizes ordinary ks fr lumber yard, 
af 4 oe 18 ft. ~ di me) 
with our speed wrench. ks not cut 


or nailed— simply clamped on. 


Made of galvanized steel - will last for years— 
cate aa fii 


Enthusiastically Endorsed by Users 
Write today for full particulars 


IDEAL MFG. CO., Hollywood, Calif, 
6823 Santa Monica Boulevard. 
































BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 








PULPIT 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards. Collection ib.ces.etc. 


Globe Furnitare Company, fdr ucts 


THE BIBLE “ Sod"f.eerehv*! 
God, Farewell’’ 

Read W. J. Bryan’s final ‘defense of the Bible and 
clear exposure of the enemy’s attack now being wa - 
against it and the Christian Religion. Also, read 
will; see what he did with his estate of over $600,000. po 
how he set aside funds to help poor boys get an edu- 
cation. Complete copies of his great Last Message, his 
Will, and the funeral oration, all, for 25¢ while they 
last.’ Mail coin only at once. 


National Book Co., 425 McGregor, Cincinnati 


AWhole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 
no other I like as well.”” ~ Sample copy free. 














There is 





THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Dr, C. 1. Scofield, Editor of 


Refer: ace 


: =I 


HE 


\ 





\! 
\ 

















(Mt 
Fk 


Broadcasting an Introductory Offer 
Four New Short Bible Correspondence Courses 


The Seven Dispensations— The Six Periods 
The Seven Great Covenants—The Two Advents of Christ 


Proved by & F Pak. awh er clove yeas yee the eaves secretary of 


SEND US $3.95 


and in addition to enrolling you in one of these courses we will mail you postpaid at once e@ copy of 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


The New Radio Bible Class Edition 
This is Your Opportunity to Secure. 
A Comprehensive Bible Training at 
> ae Nominal Cost. ‘© a Tay three months’ 
Only other expense will be for postage and examination paper 


On receipt of remittance Bible will be mailed you at once and also 
Prospectus of these courses, from which you can make selection 
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Department 


‘Philadelphia School. of the Bible, 1721-27 Spring Garden St. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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ome with us to the Holy Land 
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(Lesson for June 13) MAY 29, 1926 





A great new | steamship has been chartered. Members of The Sunday School Times family 
and their friends will visit the Holy Land, Europe and countries bordering on the Mediter- 
ranean. Write today for full particulars. 





ARE going! The dreams we have all 
dreamed since childhood can now become 
realities, because The Sunday School Times 

has made special arrangements for a party of our 
readers and their friends to join James Boring’s 
Cruise to the Holy Land, the Mediterranean and 
Europe. 


Yes, this opportunity answers the hundreds of 
letters that have been received from Christian men 
and women everywhere who wish to see, in the 
company of conservative, congenial companions 
the same places the Saviour saw nineteen hundred 
years ago. It is, in truth, the opportunity of a life 
time. The swift new Ss. S. Doric, of the White 
Star Line, has been chartered, and on January 
twenty-second, 1927, she will sail from New York 
filled with Christian men and women — compan- 
ions whom you will want to know always. Mr 
James W. Boring is arranging a party among the 
family of Sunday School Times readers, and the 
entire cruise will be conducted under his personal 
direction. 


All the difficulties attendant upon traveling in 
foreign countries have been removed. Even the 
most confirmed “stay-at-home” may now visit the 
lands rich in history, art and religion, and have 
the same comforts he would find in a big~metro- 
politan hotel. When our giant ship arrives in port, 
a special train or especially chartered motor cars 
will be awaiting us. Hotel rooms will be reserved. 
Mr. Boring will have made all arrangements be- 
fore we arrive. From the time we leave New York 
until we return our. only thoughts need be of en- 
joying the journey. 


A Great Ship 


The S. S. Doric, of the White Star Line, is one 
of the newest and finest in the transatlantic serv- 
ice. She is 601 feet long, 16,500 tons, and is espe- 
cially well designed for cruising. The cabins are 





OUR ITINERARY 


ARRIVE ABOUT LEAVE ABOUT 


New York (Embarkation, Fri- Sat. Jan. 22, Pa 01 
day, P. M., Jan, 21) . M. 
chal, Madeira Sat., Jan 29,9 A. M. Sat., Jan. 29, 5 > M. 
(Portuguese) 
Algeciras, Spain Mon., Jan. 31, 9 A. M. Mon., Jan. 31, 1 P. M. 
Gibraltar Mon., Jan. 31, 2.P.M. Mon., Jan. 31, 
Midnight 
Algiers, Algeria Wed., Feb. 2,6 A.M. Wed., Feb. 2 
Midnight 
Goletta, Tpalele Fri., Feb. 6 A. M.. Fri., Feb.:4, 6 P. M. 
(Visiting Tunis and "Ruins Se Carthage e) 
Valetta, Malta Sat., Feb. 5, 9 A. M. Sat., Feb. 5, 5 P. M. 


(Ship will pass close to St. Paul’s my. and the scene of 
St. Paul's shipwreck) 

Alexandria, Egypt Mon., Feb. 7, 11 P. M. 
(including daylight. Tail trip to Cairo, visits to Pyramids, 
Sphinx, etc.; daylight trip through Land of Goshen, along 
the Suez Canal to Port Said, etc.) 

Port Said, Egypt Sat., Feb. 12, 7 P. M. 

Haifa, Palestine Sun., Feb. 13, 9 A. M. Fri., Feb. 18, 5 P. M. 
(Including Jerusalem and motor trips in six and seven- 
passenger cars to Nazareth, Tiberias, Sea of Galilee, Caper- 
naum, Jericho, Dead Sea, River Jordan, Bethlehem, etc.) 
Between Haifa and Smyrna, the steamer passes close to 
the shores of the Island of Patmos where St. John wrote 
the Book of Revelation. 

Smyrna, Asia Minor Sun., Feb. 20,7 A.M. Sun., Feb. 20, 4 P. M. 
(including a trip to the Ruins of Ephesus) 


Constantinople Mon., Feb. 21, Noon Tues., Feb. 22, 9 A.M. 


Turkey 

(including daylight trip through the Bosporus to the 

Black Sea and through the Dardanelles) 
Athens, Greece Wed., Feb. 23,9 A.M. Wed., Feb. 23, 56 P.M. 
Syracuse, Sicily Fri., Feb. 25, 7 A.M. Fri., Feb. 25, Noon 
Naples, Italy Sat., Feb. 26, 7 A. M. 

(including visit to Pompeii, ‘three days in Rome, and day- 

light trip from Naples to Rome, and Rome to Leghorn) 
Leghorn, Italy ‘Wed., Mar. %, 7 P. M. 
Villefranche, France Thu., Mar. 3,7 A. M. Thu, Mar. 3, Jia- 


ght 

(Including famous Corniche drive and visit to Nice, Monte 
Carlo and Monaco) 

Gibraltar 

(For — be ted to sary 

Cherbo Franc Wed., Mar. 
(For Optional Tour to Paris) 

Southhampton, Eng. Wed., Mar. 9,4 P. M. Sat., Mar, 12 
(Including visit to London and vicinity) 

New York ues., Mar. 22 


of regular transatlantic travelers. Smaller rooms 
offer comfortable, scrupulously clean accommoda- 
tions for those who wish to travel at a minimum 
cost. On the S. S. Doric is just the cabin to suit 
your needs. 


Fourteen Foreign Countries 


The cruise will start from New York on January 
twenty-second, 1927. We will leave winter behind us 
and ‘sail into springtime and warmth. We will visit 
thirty-three principal ancient and modern cities in 
Africa; Asia and Europe, including nineteen ports in 
fourteen foreign countries. Yet to complete this great 
trip we need be away from New York not more than 
sixty days. 

In the Holy Land we will ‘visit Bethlehem, the Sea of 
Galilee, the River Jordan, Jerusalem and all the other 
places made sacred by His feet. We will gather in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, stand upon the Mount of Olives, 
and follow the long road to Calvary. Every hour of 
every day will provide an undying inspiration to every 
Christian man and woman. 

Our complete itinerary appears above. 


The tour is all-inclusive. Nowhere is the main party 
delayed so that a small group may make side excur- 
sions at an additional expense. All the principal places 
of interest in the localities visited are included in the 
itinerary for the entire cruise family. The rates, which 
we will send you upon request, include all living and 
travel expenses—everything but incidental personal 
expenditures — both on ship and on shore, from New 
York back to New York. 


Make Plans Now 


Come — start now making your plans. In order to 
assure every passenger the utmost in comfort on ship 
and on shore, the membership will be limited to only 
sso. Already Mr. Boring has received hundreds of let- 
ters, and cabins are being reserved every day. Send 
the coupon below now, so you may be among the first 
to get full particulars,-deck plans and an elaborate 
booklet describing our tour. You will be under no obli- 





gation. 





large and airy, the public rooms are like the 
lounges in famous American clubs, and the wide 
decks provide an out-of-doors playground for all 
sorts of recreation. There will be no first, second 
or third class distinctions. All passengers will travel 
as one large family group. The price paid is deter- 
mined only by the cabin selected. 


As on the last cruise of Christian people conducted 
by Mr. Boring in 1926, the ship will be “dry’—no 
alcoholic liquors will be served. 


The scale of rates provides accommodations for 
every purse. Suites with private baths are available 
for those to whom price is of secondary importance. 
Nearby are less costly rooms, which are the favorites 


Send the Coupon 


Send the coupon or a letter or a postcard today for 
full details of The Sunday School Times Tour to the 
Mediterranean, the Holy Land and Europe. Let us tell 
you of the glorious, happy days you may have at sea, 
the inspiration you will find in foreign lands and the 
Christian good fellowship. We will send you, without 
charge, a beautifully illustrated booklet, cabin diagrams 
and every detail in regard to prices and accommoda- 
tions, The booklet will answer every question which 
comes to you now. Send the coupon today. Now is 
\ the time to start making your plans. 
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The Sunday School Times 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Friend: I am interested in the 1927 Sunday 
School Times Tour to the Mediterranean, the Holy Land 
and Europe. Please ask Mr. Boring to send me full 
particulars. 

Name ° seks K0CSUNReGbbaKKa es Rb endooerah vane cease sees 
Address 
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